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Luke Staisiunas, 21, is 
completing his senior year at the 
University of Oklahoma, where he 
is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
organ performance.  He is also 
active in the school’s pipe organ 
technology program, the only one 
of its kind in the country.  He is 
comfortable across a wide variety 
of genres and styles, from the 
Baroque to Theatre Organ, as 
well as silent film accompaniment. 
He has studied organ with Dr. 
John Schwandt, Mr. Jim Brinson 
in high school, as well as many 
years of attending the American 
Theatre Organ Society’s Summer 
Youth Adventure.  

 

Luke Staisiunas & 
Eastman Bunch XII 

Auditorium Theatre - 885 E. Main St. 
Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

We are proud to present this 
year’s Eastman Bunch which will 
feature six current ESM students.  
Five of the performers have 
participated in past years and are 
joined by Alden Wright who is 
making his first RTOS 
appearance. Returning players 
are Isaac Drewes, Joshua 
Ehlebracht, Ben Henderson, 
Daniel Minnick and Margaret-
Mary Owens.  Professor Bill 
Porter, who coaches the students, 
will return this year to introduce 
and interview the performers.  
This year, Bill has agreed to take 
a turn on the bench himself.   

 

RTOS & The Eastman School of Music Present 

Eastman Bunch XII! 
With 2018 ATOS Competition Winner 

Luke Staisiunas 
Presenting the 2019 

Eastman Bunch XII 

The American Theatre Society is now accepting registrations for the 2019 Annual Convention that will be 
hosted by the Rochester Theater Organ Society and headquartered at the Rochester Riverside Hotel.   

The week begins on Sunday, June 30th with an optional daytime in-town Preglow followed by the opening 
concert at the Auditorium Theatre that evening.  A full schedule of concerts  , seminars, and meetings begin 
on Monday morning and include day-long trips to Buffalo, North Tonawanda, and Elmira.  The closing concert 
on Thursday, July 4th will precede an optional gala banquet at the Rochester Riverside Hotel followed by the 
annual downtown fireworks show at the Main Street bridge.  An optional Friday Afterglow includes a visit to 
Niagara Falls, lunch in the iconic Wurlitzer factory building, and a silent movie at the Riviera Theatre. 

If you are on the RTOS email list you received information and instructions for signing up earlier this 
month.  Please see page 3 of this Blower for registration information or go to: www.atos.org/convention to 
view the full convention schedule and registration options.  Convention pricing is shown on page 4. 

Luke’s Bio Continues 

 on Page 3. 

 

2019 ATOS Annual Convention Early Bird 
Registration is now available! 
Sign up by January 31 for best price. 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

M��������	 C���� 
Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 
(585) 468-1052 

423rtos@rochester.rr.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 

—————————— 
B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
P������ C���� 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President 

  It’s a spring-like 50 degrees in Webster as I write 
this in late December.  However, being Rochester, the 
reality of winter will most likely return tomorrow.  I hope 
that everyone had a Merry Christmas and that all is 
going well in the New Year.  Unfortunately I was 
unable to attend Jelani Eddington’s Holiday concert 
but I have been told it was one of his best ever 
performances here.   
Our February concert, The Eastman Bunch XII, will 

feature six Eastman students who have been practicing since 
November. Eastman Professor Bill Porter, who coaches our students 
on the Wurlitzer, will return this year as Master of Ceremonies and 
introduce the players and tell us a bit about each.  Prof. Porter has also 
agreed to again play for us as part of the program.  I have been 
listening in during their practice sessions and they sound great.   

As has become our custom, we have invited the winner of the 
annual ATOS Young Organist Competition to join the Eastman Bunch 
and present the second half of the concert.  The winner for 2018 was 
21 year old Luke Staisiunas who hails from Westchester, PA and 
studies with Dr. John Schwandt at Oklahoma University.  Luke recently 
visited Rochester and spent several hours becoming familiar with the 
RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer.  I can guarantee that you will be amazed as 
you listen to this very talented young man.  I hope that you will come on 
February 3rd and hear the next generation of artists. 

I was also unable to attend the RTOS Annual Meeting at the 
Eisenhart on December 16th.  Thank you to Russ Shaner for presiding 
over the meeting in my absence.  Russ reports that all went well with 
the introduction of the attending Officers and Directors and the 
presentation of the annual reports.  Thank you also to David Higgs, 
John Lukes, and Greg Spring upon their re-election to the board. 

The 2019 ATOS Annual Convention will be upon us in less than 
six months.  As you know, it will be hosted by RTOS and 
headquartered in Rochester.  Our Steering Committee is hard at work 
to assure an excellent week of venues, performers, and music. 
Registration is now open and I urge you to sign up before January 31st 
to obtain the lowest price.  Information on how to register is printed 
elsewhere in this edition of The Blower.  It is important to note that if 
you would like to sign up for the optional Preglow or Afterglow events, 
attendance is limited and they are expected to sell out early. 

I hope to see you at the Auditorium Theatre on Sunday, February 
3rd at 2:30 for the twelfth edition of The Eastman Bunch. 

 
                  Paul A. Law 
                  paullaw018@gmail.com  
                  585-755-4144  

Membership News 
by Ken Veneron 

  If you haven't renewed your membership for 2019, this is the last 
Blower that you will receive! 

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  
If everyone drops  $1 into a donation box 
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost 
for the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 



 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

The SYA is a unique summer 
program where young theatre 
organists receive coaching and 
participate in masterclasses from 
the top artists and teachers in the 
country. During his time at OU, 
he has also studied with Dr. Ad-
am Pajan, as well as coaching in 
theatre organ playing, arranging, 
and silent film accompaniment 
from Clark Wilson. In addition, he 
has studied improvisation and 
continuo playing with Dr. 
Schwandt, and has played the 
organ with the OU Choirs on a 
number of occasions. He is also 
the current harpsichordist and 
personnel manager for the Vitam 
Musica Foundation, a new cham-
ber orchestra based in the Okla-
homa City area.  
  Luke has performed for nu-
merous ATOS chapter events, 
and others, including an appear-
ance for the Chattanooga Music 
Club on their historic Austin Mu-
nicipal Organ, and as a Finalist in 
the 2016 and 2018 ATOS com-
petitions, earning first place in 
2018. He has also taken place in 
a variety of workshops beyond 
the world of theatre organ, most 
recently as a Biggs fellow during 
the 2018 Organ Historical Socie-
ty convention, also taking part in 
the 2018 Longwood Organ Acad-
emy, a week long intensive se-
ries of lessons and master-
classes focusing on the art of or-
chestral transcription on the Aeo-
lian organ installed in the Long-
wood Gardens conservatory, with 
instructors Peter Richard Conte 
and Alan Morrison, as well as 
various guest instructors.  
  Outside of performance, Luke 
serves on the ATOS Board of 
Directors as Youth Representa-
tive, as well as working on his 
own organ projects. He enjoys 
spending time in the kitchen, as 
well as with the family dog, Rex. 

Luke Staisiunas 

Continued... 

 

 

To our RTOS Members and Friends 
 

We hope you are planning to attend the 2019 ATOS Convention 
hosted by RTOS. 

 

Discounted Early Bird Registration  
is now available. 

 

 To take advantage of the lowest available price to attend the 
convention you must register by January 31, 2019. 

 

While registration continues through June 30th, 
the price increases beginning February 1st. 
The longer you wait, the more it will cost. 

 

To view the ATOS convention website and register online 
or to print a form to register by mail, go to: 

www.atos.org/convention 
 

Please note: 
All attendees must register for the main convention. 

Registration for Preglow, Afterglow, or Banquet is optional. 
 

Note:  All attendees must be members of ATOS. 
To sign up for an ATOS membership for your household, 

go to: 
www.atos.org/membership 

Then click the NEW member $25 special button 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact the registrar via email at: 

Registration@atos.org  
 

Or by phone at: (585) 280-1247. 
 

Thank You! 
 We hope to see you on June 30th. 

From the 2019 Convention Committee 
Paul Law & Russ Shaner – co-chairs 

Bob Bower - Registrar 
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 

 

 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS ) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (E STMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Info:  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

Info:  (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 
Upcoming:  Clark Wilson, 4/5/19 (7:30 PM), Lance Luce, 5/10/19 (7:30 PM) 

 
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. 

 Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
Upcoming: Jim Ford accompanies The Sheik , 2/10/19 (2:00 PM) 

Alex Jones, 4/7/19 (2:00 PM) 
 

Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for 
their upcoming 2019 concert season 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 

   Eastman Bunch XII Feb 3 2:30 PM 
  Justin Stahl Apr 14 2:00 PM 
  Clark Wilson - Silent Movie May 26 2:30 PM 
  Ron Rhode Jun 16 2:30 PM 
 

 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

 Jan 13   Apr 28   Jul 21    Oct 20  
 Feb 10   May 19   Aug 18   Nov 17 
 Mar 10   Jun 9    Sep 15   Dec 22 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean, Secretary 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Bob Bower, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
John Lukes, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Membership 
Ken Wilson, Director 

2019 Annual Convention Pricing 

Earliest Registration Through 1/31  _______$414 
Early Registration Through 2/28 _________$429 
Regular Registration Through 5/31 _______$449 
Late Registration Beginning 6/1__________$479 
Youth Reg. (26 & Under) _______________$199 
Banquet (Optional) Thursday 7/4  _________$75 
**Preglow (limit 100 persons) Sun 6/30____$125 
**Afterglow (limit 150 persons) Fri. 7/5  ____$169 

• All prices are per person.   
• You must purchase a convention registration to 

sign up for Preglow, Afterglow, or Banquet. 
 
**  Waiting lists will be created once Preglow and After-
glow are filled. You will be contacted in order received 
should an opening occur for either event. 

• Cancellation Policy: before May 31st full refund; May 31st —June 
21st $75 fee; after June 21st No Refunds. 

• ATOS membership is required per household. The annual mem-
bership is $50, but a special $25 one-time membership is available 
for first-time members or for those whose ATOS membership has 
been expired for more than 2 years. A separate check made out to 
ATOS is required for membership or sign up online at 
www.atos.org/atos-membership. 

 
Hotel Reservations 
Rochester Riverside Hotel convention rate of $ 109.00 (plus 
taxes) single or double pending availability. 
Ask for the ATOS Convention rate by calling (585) 546—6400 
or going online at RochesterRiversideHotel.com 
and using Booking Code: 190626AMER 


