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Zach Frame
Makes His RTOS Debut
From Lake Geneva, WI, Zach
comes from a musical family. He
discovered the theatre pipe organ
at age five, when his family
happened to visit Organ Piper
Pizza in Greenfield, WI. At that
time, the Organ Piper’s Featured
Organist was Dave Wickerham,
who was highly influential in
Zach’s interest in the instrument.
Zach was the first recipient of the
George Wright Memorial
Fellowship from the American
Theatre Organ Society in 2003,
allowing him to attend their annual
convention that year. In early
2011, Zach was fortunate to
become the Organ Piper’s
Featured Organist, where he
continues to entertain nightly at
the 3/30 theatre pipe organ.
Zach has a degree in
Recording Technology from
McNally Smith College of Music in
St. Paul, MN. He has been
privileged to work on several
recording projects as an engineer,
most recently Dan Minervini’s
excellent CD Where or When
recorded on the Hardman Studio
Wurlitzer in Great Falls, VA. In
April 2018, Zach released his first
CD on the Organ Piper’s Wurlitzer
titled It’s About Time.
Equally at home behind the
console as in front of it, Zach is
also an experienced pipe organ
technician and is involved in
maintaining, restoring and
installing several instruments in

interurban equipment on seven
and a half miles of original interurban right-of-way.
For more information, visit
Zach at his website: www.c2productions.com

What is Happening at
the 2019 Convention?

Zach Frame

Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, November 11, 2018
2:30 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

southeastern Wisconsin. This
list includes the Organ Piper
Pizza Wurlitzer, his own ten rank
Barton organ, and a few church
installations in the area.
Away from his profession,
Zach and his wife Emily reside
in East Troy, WI where he is an
active volunteer with the East
Troy Railroad Museum. The
museum works to preserve the
rail heritage of Wisconsin and
America and operates restored
streetcars and electric

The Convention Committee
has scheduled 6 days of outstanding events starting Sunday June
30 through Friday July 5.
Conference attendees at the
Preglow will visit the variety of organs available in downtown Rochester. The group will tour the
George Eastman House
(expanded Aeolian Organ), the
Memorial Art Gallery (Italian Baroque Organ), St. Paul’s Episcopal Church (Skinner Organ),
Christ Church (CraigheadSaunders reproduction of the
1776 Casparini organ and the
G.G. Hook organ). The Eastman
Faculty will be performing at many
of these locations.
The opening concert on Sunday at the Auditorium Theater will
be presented by David Gray.
Monday afternoon’s concert at the
Auditorium will feature Jerry Nagano. The Young Organists Competition will be Monday evening.
The conventioneers will travel
to the Riviera Theatre in North
(continued on back page)
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Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as
your charity.
Do you use Facebook? Help
us publicize RTOS:
Visit our page (Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on your
Facebook page.
Visit the RTOS website. Find
us at: www.rtosonline.org

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music playing.
If everyone drops $1 into a donation box
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost
for the Blower & Concert Programs.

A Letter from your President
As I sit at my computer, I am looking out at a
beautiful Fall afternoon - 70 degrees and sunny with
just a touch of color in the trees. This and RTOS are
just two of the many reasons I still live in this area.
You will notice that this issue of the Blower contains
the information about the candidates seeking
reelection for two year terms as Directors. I urge you
to look the information over and to please complete
your ballot and mail it in or bring it to either the
November or December concert and deposit it in the ballot box at the
membership table. While RTOS elections are not 'nail-biters', I urge
you to demonstrate your continuing interest in our society by exercising
your vote. We will announce the results at the Annual Meeting which
will be held this year at the Eisenhart Auditorium at the conclusion of
the Open Console on December 16th. We hope you will come and
hear our members play the 3/12 and stay for the short business
meeting.
Now is the time to renew your membership if you haven't done so
already, and to sign up new members for 2019. Also, our annual fund
drive continues. Every contribution, regardless of the amount, helps
RTOS maintain our concert season now in its 55th year.
The date for the ATOS
Annual Convention is fast
approaching. Registration
will open in January. The
Preglow (June 30) is
currently limited to about
100 people and will feature
the organs at the George
Eastman Museum,
Memorial Art Gallery, St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church
and both organs at Christ Church Episcopal. These unique
instruments, acoustics and performers will surely make for a
memorable day. If you plan on attending the convention, be sure to
sign up early in January.
On the organ maintenance front, Roger Wood and Rick McCutchan
have been hard at work in the main chamber this fall upgrading some
of the organ's wind lines. This is part of the continuing upkeep that this
and all pipe organs require. While this work does not tonally affect the
organ, if a failure were to occur during a concert our beautiful music
would be seriously interrupted. Thank you to Roger and Rick.
I hope that you will be in the audience on November 11th as
Wisconsin's Zach Frame makes his RTOS debut. Zach has been
thrilling audiences in the Midwest for several years and we are excited
to bring him to Rochester and hear him on the Mighty RTOS-Grierson
Wurlitzer. Be sure to be in the audience, and bring a friend.
Paul A. Law
paullaw018@gmail.com
585-755-4144
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2018 RTOS Election for Directors
Summary
This year's election is for three Directors to a two-year term ending in the year 2020.
• Present Directors David Higgs, John Lukes and Greg Spring are running for re-election.
• Directors Bob Bower, Ken Veneron, and Ken Wilson will serve the remaining year of their current
term.
The Officers elected last year will serve the remaining year of their current term.
Voting Procedures
Details are on the Ballot. Write-in(s) are acceptable and space is provided on the Ballot for this purpose.
Ballots must be received by the Election Teller before 10:00PM on Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018 to be valid. A
ballot box will be available in the Auditorium Center lobby during the Sunday, Nov. 11th and Dec. 9 concerts,
or you may mail ballots directly to the Election Teller Gary Brumbaugh, 64 Pen Creek Drive, Webster, NY
14580.
We urge all eligible members to cast their ballots for the candidates of their choice.
Voting Eligibility
All Regular 2018 and Honorary Members are asked to vote on the Official Ballots that are mailed with their
copy of the Blower. New 2019 Regular members, and all Associate, Student, and Complimentary members
will receive the biographies and voided ballots since they are ineligible to vote in this year's election (the reason for dummy ballots for members ineligible to vote is because of postal regulations that require identical
pieces and weight in each piece in the mailing).

David Higgs
David Higgs is chair of the Department of Organ, Sacred Music, and Historical Keyboards at
the Eastman School of Music. A native of New York City, he held his first position as a church
organist at age 10 and has demonstrated his affection for theater organ music at the 'Eastman
Bunch' concerts. Professor Higgs has been a key player in the collaboration between RTOS
and the ESM and avidly supports greater collaborations between classical and theater organ
communities.
STATEMENT: I am committed to helping create the next generation of theater organists through our collaboration with Eastman and RTOS. To do so, among other things, I hope to eventually develop a certificate in
Theater Organ Performance at Eastman, with RTOS an integral element in its execution and success.

John Lukes
After hearing great things about RTOS and the RKO Palace Wurlitzer for years (as a member
of two west coast theater organ societies), John was thrilled when Eastman Kodak moved him
here in 2004. He has been a member of RTOS since. John is currently serving on the RTOS
Board and the 2019 ATOS Convention Planning Committee. He and his wife Carol regularly
attend RTOS concerts and have enjoyed the three RTOS Pipe Organ Bus Trips in recent years.
STATEMENT: I am ready to help RTOS build its membership, contribute to the preservation of
our two excellent Wurlitzer organs, and to extend the legacy of RTOS well into the future.

Greg Spring
A lifelong resident of East Rochester, Greg first became a RTOS member in the late 60's,
along with his parents. He was taught to play the organ by Dottie White and Don Scott, and
worked with Ken Veneron on the Eastman House Organ. Greg is currently RTOS Librarian.
Outside of RTOS, Greg has served as a union president, a media director for East Rochester
schools, and an Actors Equity Inc. accredited lighting and audio engineer. He has also served
on the Board of Deacons, and is currently serving as Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees and
Chair of the Finance Committee at the First Baptist Church of East Rochester.
STATEMENT: I want to do everything I can to increase membership, and find alternate resources for funding, such as advertising, grants, and sponsorships.
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RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change. Please
check out our website for latest information.
Zach Frame
Jelani Eddington
Open Console
Eastman Bunch
TBA
Clark Wilson
Ron Rhode

Nov 11 2:30 PM
Dec 9
2:30 PM
Jan 13 11AM-4PM
Feb 3
2:30 PM
Apr 14
2:30 PM
May 26 2:30 PM
Jun 16
2:30 PM

Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Nov 25

Dec 16

“Open Console” is when members are given a
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Info: http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
Info: (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS)
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,
117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details.
Tickets: (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.
Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for
their upcoming 2018 concert season

What is Happening at the 2019 Convention? (cont.)
Tonawanda on Tuesday morning
for a concert with Nathan Avakian. Tuesday afternoon’s concert
will be at Shea’s Buffalo Performing Arts Center featuring Mark
Herman. Richard Hills will be the
evening artist at Shea’s.
On Wednesday everyone will
travel to The Clemens Center in
Elmira where Simon Gledhill will
present the afternoon concert.
David Peckham and the Paragon
Ragtime Orchestra will perform
the evening concert.

Back in Rochester, our own
Alex Jones will present the
Thursday morning concert at the
Universalist Church on the historic Hope-Jones organ. Dave
Wickerham is featured in Thursday afternoon’s closing concert
at the Auditorium Theater.
The Afterglow on Friday will
include tours at the Niagara
Power Vista, followed by lunch
in the historic Wurlitzer factory
building. The afternoon concert
at the Riviera Theatre will

feature Clark Wilson with a silent
movie, followed by a tour of the
Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum.
In order to attend the convention, RTOS members will have to
join ATOS, with a special price for
new members of $25 for the upcoming year. See brochures at
the membership table. Pricing to
attend the convention will be
available in January when early
registration will begin.

