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  Ken Double has smoothly 
moved from two performing 
careers in his 40-plus years on 
stage, on radio and on 
television.  His broadcasting 
career included play-by-play 
work for the NBA, the NHL, 
college basketball, the Indy 
500, and more.  After 33 years 
in broadcasting, he put the 
organ lessons of his youth 
along with his “gift of gab” to 
work in a new career. 
  A Chicago native who now 
calls Atlanta home, Ken began 
organ lessons at age 8. While 
in college, he played the organ 
at Tommy Bartlett’s Water 
Show in Wisconsin Dells, and 
for sporting events at Market 
Square Arena in Indianapolis.  
He has since has performed 
hundreds of concerts all over 
the world, and has 18 
recordings to his credit.  He 
has performed all over the 
country, in addition to his 
seven tours of Australia and 
New Zealand, concerts in 
Canada, and two trips to Great 
Britain. 
  For ten years, Ken was in 
the leadership post of the 
American Theatre Organ  

Society, but today is the 
Director of Fundraising for the 
restoration of the largest 
musical instrument ever built, 
the colossal 449-rank Midmer
-Losh organ at Boardwalk 
Hall in Atlantic City, NJ.  He 
continues his efforts in the  
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Ken Double Makes  
9th Appearance with RTOS 

theatre organ world as Presi-
dent of the Atlanta Chapter of 
ATOS, and of the Long Center 
Theatre Organ Society in Lafa-
yette, IN, where Ken has per-
formed annually since 1982.  
He also shares the great privi-
lege of being one of the two 
organists who perform at the 
Atlanta Fox Theatre on famed 
Mighty Mo, the great Moller or-
gan there. 
  Ken is thrilled to be returning 
once again to play one of the 
truly great theatre organ ven-
ues in the world – the Auditori-
um Theatre in Rochester, NY, 
where RTOS presents the for-
mer RKO Palace Theatre 
Wurlitzer.  Ken has promised to 
bring along a short silent film 
that is guaranteed to put us in 
a Halloween mood. 
  Sportscaster, musician, pro-
moter, executive – Ken has 
worn many hats in his profes-
sional career with an aim at 
having fun and getting paid for 
it!  Or, as the song goes,  “Nice 
work if you can get it.” 
  We are pleased to welcome 
Ken back to RTOS for his 9th 
RTOS appearance.    
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Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 
(585) 468-1052 

423rtos@rochester.rr.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $75.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00 
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Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 
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Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President 

 Our opening concert was a great success with Dan 
Minervini playing a mix of show tunes and exciting 
excerpts from operas.  They all sounded great on our 
Mighty Wurlitzer.  Dan won the ATOS young organist 
competition in 2015 but his career in law enforcement 
has prevented him from playing for us until now.  It 
was worth the wait!  We did have one cipher (a note 
that won’t shut off).  Wow!! It is ear splitting in the solo 
chamber while trying to silence the offending pipe. 

Alex Jones (2017 ATOS competition winner) had barely ‘settled in’ 
to his new position in Memphis before returning to play a concert on 
September 16th for the E.S.T.M.I.M group in Syracuse on the 3/13 
Wurlitzer at the State Fairgrounds.  Then on September 22nd, Alex 
travelled to Dickinson High School in suburban Wilmington, DE where 
he received two standing ovations for his superb performance on the 
magnificent 66 rank Kimball theater organ located there.  Several 
RTOSers made the weekend trip to attend and we were all very proud 
of him.  Alex chose “Finlandia” by Jean Sibelius for his grand finale and 
it was a real show stopper! 

Planning is going well as we continue to sign up team leaders and 
others to work on the 2019 ATOS Convention in Rochester.  If you 
haven’t signed up to volunteer and would like to, please talk to one of 
your Board members in the lobby during intermission at the next 
concert. 

Now is the time to renew your 
RTOS membership for 2019.  We 
encourage you to help us sign up new 
members.  Remember that new 
members who join before the October 
concert will be admitted to the 3 
remaining 2018 concerts as well as all 
eight 2019 concerts. 

Fall is also the time of the year for our annual fund drive.  Please 
remember that RTOS is funded entirely by our members, along with 
those purchasing tickets for the concerts and through the generosity of 
our donors.  We receive no funding from government or other outside 
sources.  Although your Officers and Directors make every effort to 
achieve a balanced budget every year, unfortunately, as costs 
increase, this is not always possible.  Please help us keep the music 
playing in Rochester.  We will have donation forms available at the 
October concert or you may include your donation along with your 
membership renewal. 

I hope you will be with us on Sunday, October 28th as a longtime 
RTOS favorite Ken Double returns for his 9th concert.  We will be in for 
a bagful of treats (and maybe a couple of ‘tricks’) as Ken has promised 
to include a short silent film that will be sure to put us in a Halloween 
mood.   

  
                  Paul A. Law 
                  paullaw018@gmail.com  
                  585-755-4144  

Visit the RTOS website. Find 
us at: www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Facebook? Help 
us publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester Theatre 
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us. 

Post our concert posters on your 
Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to RTOS, 
type: smile.amazon.com  

in your web browser and enter 
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as 

your charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  
If everyone drops  $1 into a donation box 
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost 
for the Blower & Concert Programs.  

Just $1 
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Membership News 
Submitted by Ken Veneron 

  The 2018 drive to raise the 
dollars needed to keep RTOS 
solvent is now underway and 
will run through the end of 
December.  This year the goal 
is again set at $15,000.00. 
Donations will be accepted at 
the Membership Table at all 
Fall concerts.  There will also 
be donation boxes located in 
the lobby, and you may add 
your donation when you renew 
your membership for 2019. 
Donations may also be mailed 
to:  RTOS Treasurer 
      46 Linden Street Front 
      Rochester, NY 14620-2310 

Salesperson Needed 

  Ted McWharf has 
informed us that he would like 
to ‘retire’ from this task after 
many years of service.  Ted 
is presently deeply involved 
in the planning for next year’s 
convention, and among other 
jobs helps Bob Bower with 
setting up the video 
equipment. 
  It is not a difficult job but it 
is necessary when the artists 
bring CDs to sell and helps 
RTOS as we make a 
commission on all CDs sold.  
If interested, talk to Ted at the 
October concert. 

  While your current member-
ship is valid for the remainder 
of 2018, I encourage you to 
renew early to avoid the year-
end rush.  We are pleased to 
note that our efforts to hold 
down our expenses this year 
have allowed us to avoid a 
dues increase for 2019. 
  When applying for a new 
membership or renewing an 
existing one, please note that 
only those living beyond a 50 
mile radius of downtown Roch-
ester may purchase an Associ-
ate Membership.  If you live 
within a 50 mile radius you 
must purchase an Active (Full) 
Membership.  Associate mem-
bers enjoy the same benefits 
as Full members except that 
they cannot hold office or vote 
in RTOS elections.  Anyone 
living beyond the 50 mile limit 
may purchase a Full member-
ship if they wish to do so.  

  Do you bring guests to 
concerts?  Please note that 
those purchasing tickets at 
the door can apply all or part 
of that cost towards the cost 
of a new membership.   
  Are you considering giving 
a gift membership to a friend 
or relative?  All new 2019 
memberships purchased 
through the end of the year 
will admit the new member to 
the remaining 2018 concerts 
as well as all of the 2019 
shows. 
 

*** 
  A number of September 
Blowers were returned to 
RTOS as ‘undeliverable as 
addressed.’  Please, please 
advise me if your address 
changes or you are 
‘temporarily away.’  The post-
al service will not forward bulk 
mailings if you have your mail 
forwarded to a winter or tem-
porary address. 

ATOS Brochures 
Available 

We have received brochures 
and membership applications 
regarding the American 
Theatre Organ Society.  These 
will be available at the 
Membership Table at concerts 
while supply lasts.  A reminder 
that if you do not belong to 
ATOS, your first year 
membership cost is only $25.  
You must be a member of 
ATOS if you wish to attend the 
entire convention next 
summer.  You can also sign up 
for an ATOS membership at: 
www.atos.org/atos-
membership  

RTOS Announces 
2018 funds drive  

  The news that one of 
theatre organ’s most popular 
artists would retire from the 
concert scene a couple of 
years ago was disappointing to  
his many fans.  Ron Rhode 
first played for RTOS in 1975 
and has returned to play a total 
of 12 concerts, the last in 2015.  
Ron’s full time job as an 
educator was making it difficult 
for him to find time to keep up 
with the grueling requirements 
of concertizing.  At the ATOS 
convention in Pasadena last 
summer he announced that his 
performance there would be 
the last. 
 However, Ron has now 
reconsidered and will retire 
from teaching next May and 
return to the theatre organ 
concert scene.  RTOS has 
wasted no time in booking him 
for June of 2019.   
  Welcome back Ron! 

Ron Rhode  Returns 
to the Concert Scene 
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Info:  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

Info:  (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 
 

Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) 
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,  

117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details. 
Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca 

Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. 

 Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for 
their upcoming 2018 concert season 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change.  Please 
check out our website for latest information. 

 

 Ken Double Oct 28 2:30 PM 
 Zach Frame Nov 11 2:30 PM 
 Jelani Eddington Dec 9 2:30 PM 
 Open Console  Jan 13   11AM-4PM 
 Eastman Bunch Feb 3 2:30 PM 
 TBA Apr 14 2:30 PM 
 Clark Wilson May 26 2:30 PM 
 Ron Rhode Jun 16 2:30 PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 

     Oct 21  Nov 25    Dec 16 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean, Secretary 
Robert Hunter, Treasurer 
Bob Bower, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
John Lukes, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Ken Veneron, Director, Membership 
Ken Wilson, Director 

2019 Convention Concert Schedule 

  We are pleased to announce the planned concert 
schedule for the 2019 ATOS Convention.   

June 30 - July 5, 2019 
 

Sunday, June 30 - Optional Preglow (Limited to 100) 
George Eastman Museum - Mem. Art Gallery - St. Paul’s 

Church, Episcopal - Christ Church, Episcopal.   
Artists - Joe Blackburn, David Higgs, Nathan Laube 

Sunday Evening - Opening Concert, Auditorium Theatre  
RTOS - Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer - Artist - David Gray 

Monday Afternoon - Auditorium Theatre 
RTOS - Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer - Artist - Jerry Nagano 

Monday Evening - Eisenhart Auditorium 
RTOS 3/12 Wurlitzer - YTOC & 2018 winner 

Tuesday Morning - Riviera Theatre, North Tonawanda 
3/15 Wurlitzer - Artist - Nathan Avakian 

Tuesday Afternoon, Evening - Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 
4/28 Wurlitzer - Artists - Mark Herman, Richard Hills 

Wednesday Afternoon, *Evening - Clemen’s PAC, Elmira 
4/32 Marr & Colton / Wurlitzer - Artists - Simon Gledhill, 

 David Peckham / Paragon Ragtime Orchestra 
Thursday Morning - First Universalist Church, Rochester 

Historic 3/11 Hope-Jones Opus #2 - Artist - Alex Jones 
*Thursday Afternoon - Closing Concert, Auditorium Theatre  

RTOS - Grierson 4/23 Wurlitzer, - Artist - Dave Wickerham 
Friday, July 5 - Optional Afterglow (Limited to 200) 

Niagara Falls - Wurlitzer building - Riviera Theatre- Herschel 
Carousel Museum - Artist-Clark Wilson 

Note: This is a tentative schedule and is subject to change 
* Indicates ticketed events open to the public.  All others 
are closed events and are limited to registered convention 

participants only. 


