May 2018

Volume 53, Number 7

Official Newsletter of The Rochester Theater Organ Society Inc.

Brett Valliant Presents
May Concert
Brett Valliant is an
American organist in demand
for his ability to perform many
different genres of music on
the instrument he loves.
Whether at an organ in a
concert hall, a majestic church
organ on Sunday morning, a
mighty Wurlitzer in a theater, or
a Hammond B-3 in a jazz club,
Brett is right at home. Critics
internationally have defined his
performances as “exciting,”
“refreshing,” “unorthodox,” and
“astonishing.”
Brett was inspired by the
organ at church when he was
just 3 years old. At age 4 he
began piano instruction and
soon after was studying organ
as well. By the age of 12, Brett
was employed as a church
organist having held onto the
dream he had at such an early
age, and at age 19 performed
his first international concert
tour. Brett studied organ at
Wichita State University as well
as privately in Arizona and
Australia.
For nearly 20 years, Brett
has been the organist of First
United Methodist Church of
Wichita, KS where he plays a
large and unique Schantz pipe
organ and oversees a music
department seen by thousands

Brett Valliant
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, May 27, 2018
2:30 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

across the Midwest on the
church's weekly television
program.
Brett is the Artist in
Residence for Wichita
Theatre Organ where he
plays the former New York
Paramount Theatre Wurlitzer
organ now housed in
Wichita's Century II Civic
Center. When not in Wichita,
Brett can often be found in
Mesa, AZ where he is a staff
organist for the famous

Organ Stop Pizza, home of the
world's largest Wurlitzer pipe
organ. Brett's recordings have
been featured on National
Public Radio's Pipe Dreams as
well as the National Bible
Broadcasting Network.
In the world of silent film,
Brett is well known for scoring
and accompanying many films
but is best known for dramatic
films such as King of Kings,
Phantom of the Opera, The
Ten Commandments,
Hunchback of Notre Dame,
Wings, and The Eagle. He
has performed at the
International Film Festival
hosted by the American Film
Institute, and been a featured
performer at American Guild of
Organists and American
Theatre Organ Society
national conventions. He has
toured extensively as a solo
artist, featured soloist with
orchestras, and film
accompanist in 48 states of the
US as well as abroad.
In his free time, Brett enjoys
sailing, skating, and playing
the piano and accordion.
Music is and always will be
Brett's passion, though some
may be surprised to know his
favorite music of all time
is classic rock 'n' roll!
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RTOS Blower

Rochester Theater Organ Society
(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
Rochester, NY 14617
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295
http://www.rtosonline.org
—————————
M
C
Ken Veneron
48 N. State St.
Nunda, NY 14517
(585) 468-1052
423rtos@rochester.rr.com
Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
Full: $75.00
Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00

——————————
B
E
Laura Finger
22 Blue Avocado Ln.
Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 298-9786
laurab78@rochester.rr.com
——————————
O
C
Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438
Rochester, NY 14617
(585) 266-6337
——————————
P
C
Russ Shaner
(585) 266-2854
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com
Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as
your charity.
Do you use Facebook? Help
us publicize RTOS:
Visit our page (Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on your
Facebook page.
Visit the RTOS website. Find
us at: www.rtosonline.org

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music playing.
If everyone drops $1 into a donation box
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost
for the Blower & Concert Programs.

A Letter from your President
Welcome to Spring. Finally!!
Last month, I requested volunteers for the 2019
ATOS Convention hosted by RTOS. I again
mentioned the need at the April concert. I was
very pleased with the number of folks who signed
up at intermission. Keep it up. The convention
committee is presently assessing how many
people will be needed for the various tasks and
we will be in touch with each volunteer during the coming months
to determine how you can best help.
I am looking forward to this year’s convention to be held in
Pasadena, CA next month. I’m pleased to report that seven
current and former RTOS Board members will accompany me.
While there we will present a preview of next year’s Rochester
convention and do our best to encourage people to attend. If any
other RTOS members are planning to go to Pasadena, let us
know and feel free to be part of the RTOS “posse”.
Did you know that the Little Theatre on East Avenue was
constructed with organ chambers? No instrument was ever
installed. Last summer several local individuals purchased the
organ originally installed in Rochester’s Liberty Theater on
Driving Park Avenue in 1927. It had made its way to a Church in
Brockton, MA in 1945, then to a private home in Providence, RI
in 1981. It is currently stored in my basement and garage. It is
Wurlitzer opus 1584, a Model EX - two manuals, seven ranks
plus percussion and toy counter. The owners are working on an
agreement with the theater management to include the
installation as part of the planned renovation of Little 1. Stay
tuned for further information as these plans evolve.
As I reported last month, our search for a new treasurer has
resulted in the appointment by the Board of Directors of Bob
Hunter to succeed Ken Veneron. More recently the Board has
accepted the resignation of Director Tim Schramm due to family
commitments. Tim has served diligently as a member of the
Board for many years and his presence at our meetings will be
missed. Ken Veneron has agreed to remain on the Board as a
Director for the remainder of Tim’s current term.
I encourage everyone to carefully read the excellent article
by our Secretary, Chris Van Stean that appears on page 3. It is
chock full of information relating to our current financial situation.
With only two concerts remaining this spring, I encourage
everyone to come to welcome Brett Valliant on the 27th. What
better way to begin the Memorial Day weekend. As I recall,
Brett’s previous concert in 2006 was a real crowd pleaser.
Paul A. Law
paullaw018@gmail.com
585-755-4144
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The State of the RTOS Union
Submitted by Chris Van Stean
Membership in the Rochester
Theater Organ Society is the best
music bargain in town! Members
receive 8 concerts a year for two
people for $75. That’s less than
$5 per person per concert. Your
Board has worked very hard to
maintain quality concerts for this
great price. Unfortunately we
have experienced a sizable reduction in membership in the past
5 years. In 2014 there were 471
paid, full, associate and complimentary-non-member memberships. In 2018 it is 330 memberships. It gets harder to manage
the finances and not reduce our
concerts. Each year we must
draw from our savings to pay the
expenses not met through membership fees and donations. The
Board of Directors feels it is important for our members to understand what we have done to continue to provide this bargain!
For the first time in many
years our rent for the Auditorium
is increasing. The cost of rent for
the Eisenhart Auditorium is also
increasing. Other costs increasing include artist fees, insurance,
Auditorium Theatre stagehands
and security Charges, and hosting
expenses (meals, etc.) for artists.
We have been very fortunate

Library News
Submitted by Greg Spring

that RTOS Board members and
volunteers have done most of the
maintenance and tuning on both
of our organs for over 50 years.
This has provided huge savings
and enabled us to maintain our
organs in their outstanding condition. This has become more
problematic as these very experienced people have aged and
climbing into the chambers and
up the ladders has become increasingly more difficult. We may
need to hire outside professional
help to assist our current maintenance and tuning crews.
We also save money by offering to have artists stay with
RTOS Board members instead of
at hotels whenever possible. We
also provide all local transportation for artists while they are here.
Over the years we have tried
several things to increase our income. We have offered special
membership “deals” including buy
one get one free to increase
membership and attendance. We
get free advertising of concerts
through WXXI on free ticket contests. We also send information
to all other local media and news
outlets, community bulletin
boards, etc. We have created a
website and Facebook page to
advertise concerts along with cre-

ating an email list to send out concert reminders and posters. We
have had to reduce the number of
concerts to control expenses with
a reduced membership. We reluctantly raised dues to $75, and
stopped offering coupons for reduced concert admission prices.
Three years ago we started fundraising to avoid raising dues higher. We met our fundraising goals
the first two years, but fell short
this year by $5000.
We are hoping that the 2019
ATOS Convention we are hosting
will be profitable for us, will help
us financially and will bring recognition to the great instruments and
concerts available in our area.
How can you help? Help us
advertise our concerts. Bring
your children/grandchildren to the
concerts – (they are free with their
student ID’s) to introduce them to
a different kind of music. Bring
your friends to the concerts. Sign
up for our email list. Follow us on
Facebook. Continue to drop
“quiet” money in the donation boxes at the concerts to help pay for
Blower and program printing.
Participate in our fundraising. Remember us in your will! Renew
your membership. Give the gift of
membership. Volunteer to work at
the Convention in 2019.

Postal Service FYI...
Submitted by Ken Veneron
If you have moved within
the past two (2) years, the postal
service only holds your old address and forwards to your new
address for two (2) years. So if
you have moved recently, you
will need to register with the post
office to receive all of your mail.
As a reminder from last
month’s column, it is important
that members keep us advised if
their address changes, even for
a short time (such as wintering
in Florida, etc).

The US Postal service can
heavily penalize us if we issue a
bulk mailing with more than 2
wrong addresses. They now only
allow us with less than a 1/2 percent address errors per mailing.
Please call Ken Veneron
(585) 261-0119 cell or (585) 4681052 ahead of time if you are
moving or will be having first class
mail forwarded, even temporarily.
Thank you for your cooperation!
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Paul Law, President
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David Higgs, Director
John Lukes, Director
Greg Spring, Director
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs
Ken Veneron, Director, Membership
Ken Wilson, Director

RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change
Brett Valliant
Jerry Nagano

May 27
Jun 24

2:30 PM
2:30 PM

Note: Artists and dates are subject to change
Check the RTOS website often for latest information on 2017-2018 dates and artists.
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM
2018 Dates
May 20
Aug 19
Nov 25
Jun 17
Sep 16
Dec 16
Jul 15
Oct 21
“Open Console” is when members are given a
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.

2019 Convention News
Submitted by Russ Shaner
The 2019 Convention committee has
approved the design for the official logo that
will be used to help promote next year’s
week-long event. The slogan “We’re In A
Western New York State Of Music” overlays
a watermark image of the historic line drawing of the RTOS-Grierson Wurlitzer console
as it appeared in its original location, the
RKO Palace Theater. Completing the logo is
an image of the iconic tower portion of the
Wurlitzer factory complex where the theatre
organs were built. The building is located on
Niagara Falls Blvd in North Tonawanda, near
Buffalo, NY.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Info: http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
Info: (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS)
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,
117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details.
Tickets: (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.
Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for
their upcoming 2018 concert season

