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Justin LaVoie Presents
April Concert
Twenty-two-year old
Justin LaVoie is one of
today’s most dedicated and
artistic young theatre organ
musicians. Since his interest
began at age six, Justin has
been fortunate to receive
musical instruction in organ
and piano from a number of
accomplished instructors,
including acclaimed theatre
organist Jelani Eddington. The
American Theatre Organ
Society named him Student of
the Year in 2010 and, in 2013,
he was declared the Overall
Winner of the organization’s
annual Young Theatre
Organists’ Competition. Since
then, he has performed in
numerous venues across the
United States, and has been a
featured artist at national
conventions of the American
Theatre Organ Society and the
Organ Historical Society. Also
interested in the technical
aspect of pipe organs, Justin is
in the process of restoring his
personal Wurlitzer theatre
organ, a 1928 Style 150
Special. He has also begun
indulging in another unusual
and interesting hobby shared
by a number of his fellow
theatre organists, that of

The Future of
Theatre Organ
By Russ Shaner

Justin LaVoie
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St.
Sunday, April 8, 2018
2:30 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

collecting Hammond electric
clocks. Yes, that’s the same
company that branched out
from making clocks to invent
and manufacture the famous
Hammond organ.
RTOS is thrilled and
privileged to welcome this
outstanding young organist
back to the bench of the
RTOS - Grierson Mighty
Wurlitzer for his first full solo
concert appearance.

When I first became Program
Chairman for RTOS in 1979 selecting
artists to play for us was easy. It was
truly the golden renaissance era for
theatre organ. The ‘greats’ were all
on our list. Since its founding in 1964,
RTOS has welcomed upwards of 200
artists to our famous Wurlitzer bench.
As the years passed I observed the
emergence of a new generation of
artists in the late 1970s and1980s.
Many grew out of the great pipe organ equipped pizza palace era.
Nearly all of the originals have
now passed or retired. Most recently
such greats as Lyn Larsen and Ron
Rhode, artists who were barely able
to reach the pedals when they first
played for RTOS have retired. Others have greatly reduced their schedules. Slowly a new generation is
emerging. But very slowly!
In April of 2016 Justin captivated
our audience when he performed as
our special guest artist as part of that
year’s Eastman Bunch concert. He
and a few others are becoming recognized as the best of this new generation. While bringing back our
‘favorites’ is an important part of each
concert season, it is equally important
to seek out and invite these ‘rising
stars’ of theatre organ into our midst.
These young people need our support and they need to hear our applause. As your program Chairman, I
urge you to come and give them a
listen. We need them and they need
us. Let’s all keep the music playing.
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Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society” as
your charity.
Do you use Facebook? Help
us publicize RTOS:
Visit our page (Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post our concert posters on your
Facebook page.
Visit the RTOS website. Find
us at: www.rtosonline.org

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music playing.
If everyone drops $1 into a donation box
at each concert it will pay the yearly cost
for the Blower & Concert Programs.

A Letter from your President
The Eastman Bunch XI concert was a great
success. Six Eastman organ students
participated; (Isaac Drewes, Joshua Ehlebracht,
Henry Webb, Ben Henderson, Margaret-Mary
Owens and Daniel Minnick). They were allowed
many hours at our console for practice times. Bill
Porter of the Eastman School faculty provided
coaching sessions. RTOS hopes some of these
talented artists will fall in love with the art form and pursue at
least some of the theatre organ magic. The second half of the
program showcased another Eastman student, Alex Jones. First
emerged last year as part of the 2017 Eastman Bunch program
then went on to win the Young Theater Organist Competition at
the 2017 ATOS Convention in Tampa, FL last July. As a result of
this , he has been invited to play at several nationally known
theatre organ venues. We were pleased he joined us for this
concert. Alex also assisted in mentoring the other players and
presided as the afternoon’s Master of Ceremonies. Our sincere
thanks to all of our players for sharing their time and talent and
making this years Eastman Bunch a great success.
Bob Hunter, a long time RTOS member has stepped up and
volunteered to become our new Treasurer. The Board
unanimously accepted his offer at our recent meeting. He will
understudy Ken Veneron for the next few months and take over
officially at the end of July. We are pleased to welcome Bob to
the RTOS Board and we sincerely thank him for accepting this
important job. As Ken reminds me, he isn’t going away anytime
soon. He will continue to hold the jobs of Membership chair and
Blower mailng, etc. I am pleased that we are able to ‘lighten his
load’ somewhat going forward.
The 2019 ATOS Convention is coming closer - only 15
months to go. We need those who indicated their willingness to
volunteer, to take on some working responsibilities now. We
need bus captains, food coordinator(s) and others. This is a big
event and requires broad support. I urge you to read Chris Van
Stean’s article on page 3 and think about how you can help out
next year. You do not need to be an RTOS member to volunteer,
so ask family and friends to join in.
Did you make the list? A list of donors to the annual fund
drive was printed on the back page of the March program. Just a
reminder that we have not yet reached our annual goal. It’s not
too late to have your name added to the final list which will
appear online soon.
Paul A. Law
paullaw018@gmail.com
585-755-4144
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ATOS Convention 2019
Submitted by Chris Van Stean

For the first time since 1955,
an organization outside the
umbrella of the American Theater Organ Society (ATOS) will
host/run their annual national
convention. That organization
is us - the Rochester Theater
Organ Society (RTOS)! For
the past 63 years the national
convention was hosted by only
chapters of the ATOS. There
aren’t any ATOS chapters in
Western New York. The July
2019 ATOS convention will
showcase the Mighty Wurlitzer
at the Auditorium Theater as
well as organs at the Eisenhart
Auditorium, Clemens Center in
Elmira, Shea’s in Buffalo, the
Riviera in North Tonawanda,
the George Eastman Museum,
Memorial Art Gallery, St. Paul’s
Church, and Christ Church. In
addition to featuring the best
theater organ artists from the
US and England, the convention will also include faculty

Library News
Submitted by Greg Spring

from the Eastman School of
Music.
Our goals for doing all the
work involved in hosting this
convention is to increase publicity about our organization
and all the wonderful organs
in the area, as well as, hopefully, having RTOS benefit
financially from producing
such a new and exciting convention for ATOS. The ATOS
organization has been aware
of our organ and those in the
area, and has been interested
in having the convention
here. One of our members,
Richard Neidich, is now serving as Chairman of ATOS.
We anticipate 300-400
ATOS members will attend
the convention. RTOS members who are interested in attending the whole convention
(June 30 – July 5) will need to
become ATOS members. The
cost of the ATOS membership is $50. It is anticipated
that the 2019 convention will
cost ATOS members $350 for
the 5 day convention. The
Preglow and Afterglow days
will have additional costs.
Accommodations at the Riverside Hotel are an additional
cost. The Convention

Committee is planning to make
the Auditorium Theater concerts open to the public. This
would allow RTOS members,
who are not ATOS members
attending the convention, to
attend the Auditorium Theater
concerts and pay ticket prices
(approximately $20) for each
concert.
The Convention Committee
is made up of RTOS Board
members Paul Law and Russ
Shaner who are co-chairs of
the convention. Other members are Ted McWharf, John
Lukes, and Chris Van Stean.
The Committee has been
working for over a year to plan
venues, artists, activities, logistics, and scheduling. We are
close to obtaining ATOS approvals before taking the next
steps. This will include planning specific responsibilities
such as: creating exact time
schedules for the entire convention, determining the number of volunteers and their
functions needed to help us
make the convention a success, creating publicity to present at this year’s convention
in July, and creating a timeline
of specific actions needed from
now to the convention.

Are you moving or wintering out of town?
Submitted by Ken Veneron
It is important that our members keep us advised if their address changes, even for a short time (such as wintering in Florida, etc). The US Postal
service can heavily penalize us if we issue a bulk mailing with more than 2
wrong addresses. They now only allow us with less than a 1/2 percent address errors per mailing.
Please call Ken Veneron (585) 261-0119 cell or (585) 468-1052 ahead
of time if you are moving or will be having first class mail forwarded, even temporarily.
Thank you!
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RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change
Justin LaVoie
Brett Valliant
Jerry Nagano

Apr 8
May 27
Jun 24

2:30 PM
2:30 PM
2:30 PM

Note: Artists and dates are subject to change
Check the RTOS website often for latest information on 2017-2018 dates and artists.
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM
2018 Dates
Apr 15
Jul 15
Oct 21
May 20
Aug 19
Nov 25
Jun 17
Sep 16
Dec 16
“Open Console” is when members are given a
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Info: http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
Info: (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS)
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,
117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details.
Tickets: (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.
Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for
their upcoming 2018 concert season

The Eastman Bunch XI
Photos by Ted McWharf

