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Pierre Fracalanza presents 
“Cole, Cole, Cole”, a multimedia 
enriched organ extravaganza cel-
ebrating the music of Cole Porter, 
Nat King Cole and Buddy Cole. 
Utilizing his extensive and broad 
musical background, Pierre will 
present the theatre organ in a rev-
olutionary and vibrant perfor-
mance. 
Cole Porter, one of the most re-
nowned composers  of 20th Cen-
tury American songs was equally 
famous for his captivating and so-
phisticated lyrics.  Buddy Cole 
was one of the most versatile stu-
dio musicians of his time.  Known 
as a band leader, composer, ar-
ranger, Theatre and Hammond 
organist and pianist, he accompa-
nied Crosby, Clooney and Dietrich 
and others. His theatre organ 
style was unique among his con-
temporaries.  Jazz pianist and vo-
calist Nat King Cole was a major 
Capital Records recording artist 
and performer.  He broke many 
color barriers and achieved world-
wide fame. He was the first African
-American with his own tv show. 
Cole! Cole! Cole! Blends the time-
less music of these three legends 
in a multimedia extravaganza that 
always features theatre organ but 
is often complemented with piano, 
big bands and orchestra.  

Pierre Fracalanza has been 
playing organ and piano since 
he was three years old. Tutored 
by his father, a concert organist 
himself, Pierre was a church 
music director by the age of 16. 
Pierre was first introduced to 
theatre organ at the former The-
ater Organ Pizza and Pipes in 
Pontiac, Michigan. Within a 
month, he became their fourth 
staff organist. But Pierre also 
had a love for piano and vocals 
and resumed his career playing 
in the finest restaurants and 
lounges in Michigan.  He would 
go on to entertain 45 of the  

 

Pierre Fracalanza 
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 2:30 PM 
(Doors open 45 min early) 

nation’s Governor's at the annual 
Governor's Conference and would 
also entertain for the likes of the 
late Sen. Edward Kennedy and 
then First Lady Hillary Clinton.  
Pierre also opened for Carol 
Channing at the Macomb Center 
for Performing Arts. Combining 
his love for technology with tradi-
tional instruments, Pierre intro-
duced the Yamaha Disklavier 
Player Piano to the Detroit Mar-
ket, recording commercials for 
Yamaha and demonstrating spe-
cial instruments like the Disklavier 
2000 (designed for our Millennium 
Celebration) in Detroit and Chica-
go. Pierre also demonstrated the 
500,000th Steinway and actively 
promotes Steinway’s own Spirio 
Reproducing Grand Piano as one 
of the 1800 living Steinway Artists 
in the World.  
In 2014, Pierre did a special 
presentation for the ATOS Indian-
apolis Convention honoring 50 
years since the legendary Holly-
wood organist & pianist Buddy 
Cole had passed. Pierre is espe-
cially known for his uncanny re-
productions of Buddy Cole’s or-
gan arrangements.  
Living in Suburban Detroit, Michi-
gan, Pierre is Organist/Music Di-
rector for a 3000-family Catholic 
Church in Novi, Michigan. 
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Full: $75.00 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President 

  I am writing this letter during the week between 
Christmas and New Year’s. Winter has struck. I 
started out to visit family near Cleveland but 
turned back due to poor driving conditions. This 
was the day that Erie, PA had over 30 inches of 
the white stuff! 
  Tim Schramm’s Christmas show was an 
excellent way to get into the holiday spirit. We had 

a good crowd who enjoyed it very much. 
  Please take note of the February concert. The featured artist 
will be Pierre Fracalanza, here for the very first time. Those of us 
who attended the 2016 ATOS Convention heard him play a 
fascinating program of Buddy Cole favorites. His Rochester 
program will feature Cole-Cole-Cole (Cole Porter-Nat King Cole- 
Buddy Cole). Tell your friends—this will be one not to miss! 
  Our ATOS 2019 Convention Planning Team is moving along. 
We desperately need a volunteer to head up promotion and 
advertising efforts. Tasks would include writing short articles for 
local magazines, press, TV/radio, and more. Please contact Russ 
Shaner at r.shaner@rochester.rr.com if you can help out. 
 
                  Paul A. Law 
                  paullaw342@gmail.com  
                  585-755-4144  

Conn electric spinet organ with 
matching bench.  Double key-
board.  Cherry fruitwood finish. 
Very good condition.  Free to 
interested person or organiza-
tion.  585-334-1090 

FREE 

Membership News 
By Ken Veneron 

If the top line of your address 
label says "2018" then you 
have renewed.  If the top line 
of your address label says 
"2017" this is the last Blower 
issue you’ll receive unless you 
renew your membership.   

Open Console Chairman Mar-
tin Ippolito reminds us, RTOS 
is more than concerts at the 
Auditorium.  One of the more 
under-utilized ’perks’ of RTOS 
membership is the opportunity 
to play our Wurlitzers.   
In past years open console 
days brought a large number 
of RTOSers to the Eisenhart 
or the Auditorium Theatre to 
play or to just listen and so-
cialize.  In recent years partic-
ipation has declined as fewer 
people sign up each month.  
Join the fun! Check the open 
console dates listed on page 
4 of this Blower  and contact 
Martin at (585) 266-6337 to 
schedule your time to shine. 

Come Out and Play! 2018 ATOS Convention 

Coming To Los Angeles 

ATOS has opened registra-
tion for this year’s annual con-
vention to be held in Los An-
geles, CA June 29th-July 3rd. 
Are you a member of the 
American Theatre Organ So-
ciety (ATOS)?  If not, we urge 
you consider joining.  (You 
must be an ATOS member to 
attend conventions.)   
ATOS and RTOS are joint 
hosts the 2019 convention to 
be held in Rochester.  You 
could be a goodwill ‘walking 
advertisement’ for RTOS by 
attending the LA gathering.  
Go to:  WWW.ATOS.ORG for 
information about ATOS and 
the upcoming convention. 
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Tim Schramm & Friends Christmas Follies 
Submitted by Greg Spring 

Tim Schramm at the helm... 

The cast 

Happy 
Birthday 
to you!!!! 

Above: Alex Jones, 2017 ATOS Young Artist 
Contest Winner.  Right: Sam Wursinger 

Dennis Overholt, Tim Schramm, Chuck Cupp, Tim Burdick 
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

 Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS) 
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY  

Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  

Info:  http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 
 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

Info:  (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/ 
 

Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) 
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,  

117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details. 
Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca 

Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS) 
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. 

 Info/ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 
 

Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for 
their upcoming 2018 concert season 

 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change 
 

  Pierre Fracalanza Feb 4 2:30 PM 
 Eastman Bunch XI Mar 4 2:30 PM 
  Justin LaVoie Apr 8 2:30 PM 
  Brett Valliant May 27 2:30 PM 
  Jerry Nagano Jun 24 2:30 PM 
 

Note: Artists and dates are subject to change 
Check the RTOS website often for latest infor-

mation on 2017-2018 dates and artists. 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 
 

2018 Dates 
Feb 11          Aug 19 
Mar 18          Sep 16 
Apr 15          Oct 21 
May 20         Nov 25 
Jun 17          Dec 16   

                       Jul 15  
  
 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean, Secretary 
Ken Veneron, Treasurer 
Bob Bower, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
John Lukes, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 
Ken Wilson, Director 

Visit the RTOS web-
site. Find us at: 
www.rtosonline.org  

Do you use Face-
book? Help us  
publicize RTOS:  

 

Visit our page (Rochester 
Theatre Organ Society) 
and ‘Like’ us. 
Post our concert posters 
on your Facebook page. 

Shopping on Amazon? 

To direct your support to 
RTOS, type: 
smile.amazon.com  
in your web browser and 
enter “Rochester Theater 
Organ Society” as your 
charity.   

 Help RTOS keep the music playing.  If each 
concert attendee drops a $1 bill into a donation 
box at each concert it will cover  the yearly cost 
of printing the Blower and Concert Programs.  

Just $1 

It is with much sadness that we 
report the passing of Don Thomp-
son on January 5, 2018 following 
a lengthy illness.  Don will be re-
membered by many RTOS mem-
bers for his nine RTOS perfor-
mances spanning the years of 
1972 through 2004.  Originally 
from Great Britain, Don played for 
many years at the Organ Grinder 
Pizza Palace in Toronto prior to 
moving to California in the 1980s.  
A longtime resident of  Palm 
Springs, Don is survived by his 
life partner, Henry Jordan III. 

Closing Chord  

Don Thompson 


