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Join Tim Schramm & Friends
For a Gala RTOS Holiday Treat
Tim doesn’t remember when
he first started playing the piano. He was just too young. At
the age of 10 he was introduced to the Mighty Wurlitzer
at the Auditorium Theatre in
Rochester and it was love at
first sight. Since that time the
organ has become his passion.
He played his first church service at the age of 11, and has
continued to play church services, weddings, funerals, organ dedications and theatre
organ concerts.
Tim is currently a semiretired accompanist for the
Rochester City School District
and full time Director of Music
Ministries at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church in Newark,
NY. He enjoys playing for
many of the local theatre organ
groups and for many years has
been the organist at the Walnut
Hill Horse Show and Carriage
Driving Competition in Pittsford, NY. He also works part
time for Denton, Cottier, and
Daniels piano store in Rochester.
In April 2005, Tim traveled
to England as an artist in the
Byron Jones Organ Festivals
and to concertize on the restored Compton theatre organ

Tim Schramm
& Friends

Joining Tim for this years’
holiday festivities will be pianist Dennis Overholt, saxophonist Tim Burdick, bass player Chuck Cupp, and a cameo
appearance by organist Alex
Jones. In addition, Tim will
accompany the Laurel & Hardy silent film Big Business. In
this holiday themed comedy
Stan and Ollie attempt to sell
Christmas trees in a suburban neighborhood in their
usual bumbling manner. The
results of their antics will have
you rolling in the aisles.

Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St
Sunday, December 10, 2017
2:30 PM

Annual Meeting Set
for December 17

(Doors open 45 min early)

The annual membership
meeting of the Rochester
Theater Organ Society will be
held at the Eisenhart
Auditorium on the Rochester
Museum and Science Center
campus on Sunday, Dec 17
beginning at 3 PM,
immediately following the open
console session.
This is your opportunity to
learn more about the operation
of the society, ask questions
and offer suggestions to help
make the society work better.

in Bristol. He has also played
for the Kingston Theatre Organ Society in Kingston, Ontario, Canada, at the Riviera
Theatre in North Tonawanda
and entertains on the
Wurlitzer located at the NY
State fairgrounds in Syracuse
during fair week each summer. Tim currently serves on
the Board of Directors of
RTOS and in past years has
served as program chairman.
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(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
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Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295
http://www.rtosonline.org
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Ken Veneron
48 N. State St.
Nunda, NY 14517
(585) 468-1052
423rtos@rochester.rr.com
Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
Full: $75.00
Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $55.00
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $45.00

——————————
B
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Laura Finger
22 Blue Avocado Ln.
Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 298-9786
laurab78@rochester.rr.com
——————————
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Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438
Rochester, NY 14617
(585) 266-6337
——————————
P
C
Russ Shaner
(585) 266-2854
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com

FREE
Conn electric spinet organ with
matching bench. Double keyboard. Cherry fruitwood finish.
Very good condition. Free to
interested person or organization. 585-334-1090

Have You Renewed
for 2018?
Our membership Chairman,
Ken Veneron, reports that a
number of RTOS members
have not yet renewed for
2018.
Ken will be glad to help you at
the membership table.

A Letter from your President
I continue to be impressed by and thankful for
the support of our Members and Friends. You
obviously believe that our instrument and music is
worthy of continuing to offer this unique
entertainment!
Over the past two years, you have contributed
to our Annual Fund Drive designed to augment
membership fees and balance our budget.
Expenses are carefully managed but increase each year.
Recently we have seen a significant increase in the costs of
bringing world class artists to Rochester.
This season, we have set the Fund goal at $15,000 as we did
last year. Your help is appreciated. Boxes are available in the
lobby during each intermission. Checks can be sent to our
Treasurer, Ken Veneron, 48 N. State St, Nunda, NY 14517-9655.
Thanks in advance.
As we move into the Holiday season, I hope you will keep
RTOS in your thoughts. We will again have RTOS produced
CDs and the Riviera Theatre DVD featuring Byron Jones for sale
at Tim Schramm’s Christmas concert on December 10th.
They make great stocking stuffers. And, what better holiday gift
for your friends and neighbors than a 2018 RTOS Membership.
On behalf of your officers and directors I wish a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and healthy New Year to all.
Paul A. Law
paullaw342@gmail.com
585-755-4144

Brad Kummer
Submitted by Gary Newman

We were saddened by the
recent passing of longtime
RTOS member Brad Kummer.
Brad was a talented local
organist and pianist whose
teachers included Don Scott
for theater organ and Barbara
Harbach for classical organ.
He played for many years at St
Anne Church on Mt Hope Ave
and then Mother of Sorrows
Church on Mt Read Blvd. He
also made appearances on the
Syracuse Fairground Wurlitzer
and the Hope-Jones organ at
the Universalist Church
Downtown.

Brad loved theater organ,
and played the Wurlitzer often
during Rochester Theater Organ Society (RTOS) Open
Consoles starting in the 1970s.
He performed during RTOS
Talent Nights in the 1970s and
played a concert at the Auditorium in December of 1979.
Brad’s health had slowly declined over the past few years
and he passed away on October 27. Brad was predeceased
by his mother Geraldine A.
Kummer and father, Edson L.
Kummer. His obituary was in
the D&C on November 3.

RTOS Blower
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Winter/Spring RTOS Concert Season Set
By Russ Shaner
How do we at RTOS manage
to ‘out-do ourselves’ from one
year to the next? The simple
answer is, we can’t always! But
we do our best and 2018 will be
no exception. 2017 was a stellar
year. We began with the eleventh
annual edition of the Eastman
Bunch which featured selections
by Prof. Bill Porter and six
students along with special guest
performer Seamus Gethicker,
winner of the 2016 ATOS Young
Theatre Organist Competition.
Throughout 2017 we were
treated to concerts by artists well
known to RTOS audiences and
included performances by some
of theatre organ’s finest players.
Included were Richard Hills, Scott
Foppiano, Mark Herman, Walt
Strony and Dave Wickerham
along with this months Holiday
show featuring Tim Schramm and
friends.
The first half of 2018 has now
been booked and promises to
bring a spectacular mix of new
and old faces to the RTOSGrierson Wurlitzer. We will begin
on February 4th with the premier
RTOS appearance of Pierre
Fracalanza. Pierre was a standout performer at the ATOS
Convention in 2014. A resident of
Livonia, MI, he studied at
Eastman School of Music. He
channels the music and stylings
of famous organist Buddy Cole
and will present a program that is
guaranteed to bring the audience
to its feet. I urge you to check out
his website at: http://
www.musicalworldofpierre.com/
Or type :
‘Pierre Fracalanza YouTube’
into your browser to experience
his fantastic talent for yourself.
On March 4th the Eastman
Bunch will take over the console
of the 4/23 for the 12th edition of
the important collaboration
between RTOS and the Eastman

School of Music. This year will
be extra special as our featured
guest artist will be Alex Jones.
Alex made his first ever
appearance on a theatre organ
as part of the Eastman Bunch
last February then went on to win
the ATOS Young Theatre
Organist Competition in Tampa
in July. So, in keeping with our
growing tradition of inviting the
YTOC winner to appear as part
of the ‘bunch’, Alex will have that
honor in March.
On April 8th, rising star
Justin LaVoie will return to
RTOS to present a full concert.
He first entertained us as the
guest artist for the 2015 Eastman
Bunch having won the YTOC
competition in 2013. Justin is
rapidly becoming one of the most
popular young artists in theatre
organ today. To find out more
about this dynamic young
performer look him up on his
Facebook page.
On May 27th Brett Valliant
will return for his encore RTOS
appearance. Brett played for us
in 2006 and is long overdue to
bring his talent back to
Rochester. Brett resides in
Wichita, KS and often performs
on the former NY Paramount
4/38 “Mother Wurlitzer” installed
in the Century II PAC in Wichita
as well as frequent guest
appearances at the famous
Organ Stop Pizza 4/82 Wurlitzer.
Check out Brett at:
http://www.brettvalliant.com/
Our final program for the spring
will feature Jerry Nagano on
June 24th. Named ATOS
“Organist of the Year” for 2017,
This will be Jerry’s 7th RTOS
appearance. Always a crowdpleaser, you can find him on
Facebook and YouTube.
As usual, full biographies for
each artist will appear in
upcoming editions of The Blower.

RTOS Video
Presentation Evolves
By Russ Shaner
Many thanks to our new video
“team” headed by Bob Bower and
Ted McWharf. Several years ago
RTOS purchased a new video
projector. Its initial use was to
enable us to present silent
movies without having to incur
the considerable expense of
renting a projector each time.
The generous donation of a
camera and connecting
equipment by RTOS charter
member Richard Neidich enabled
us to video the keyboards during
concerts. Russ Shaner then
developed the slideshow based
on input and help from Richard
and a quick tutorial in the use of
Microsoft PowerPoint. Ken
Dorner later provided refinement
to Russ’ presentations.
Recently, Richard provided us
with an additional camera and a
video ‘mixer board’ and monitor
which has given us many more
possible options. Bob and Ted
have now taken over the entire
project and made major
improvements to the slide show.
Realizing that this is a ‘work
in progress’, we all hope that
everyone is enjoying this new
‘perspective’ to the concerts.
Going forward they welcome your
input and suggestions for
enhancing both the slide
presentation and the overall
video presentation.

Paul Law, President
Ted McWharf, Vice-President
Chris Van Stean, Secretary
Ken Veneron, Treasurer
Bob Bower, Director
David Higgs, Director
John Lukes, Director
Rick McCutchan, Director
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs
Greg Spring, Director
Russ Shaner, Past-President

RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change
Tim Schramm Christmas
Open Console
Pierre Fracalanza
Eastman Bunch XI
Justin LaVoie
Brett Valliant
Jerry Nagano

Dec 10 2:30 PM
Jan 7 11AM-4PM
Feb 4
2:30 PM
Mar 4
2:30 PM
Apr 8
2:30 PM
May 27 2:30 PM
Jun 24
2:30 PM

Note: Artists and dates are subject to change
Check the RTOS website often for latest information on 2017-2018 dates and artists.
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.
Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM
2017 Date
Dec 17 (followed by annual meeting)

RTOS Annual Membership Meeting at
3:00 PM following the open console.
Please plan to attend.
2018 Dates
Jan 7 (Aud. Theatre), Feb 11, Mar 18, Apr 15,
May 20, Jun 17, Jul 15, Aug 19, Sep 16,
Oct 21, Nov 25, Dec 16
“Open Console” is when members are given a
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.

Just $1
Help RTOS keep the music playing. If each
concert attendee drops a $1 bill into a donation
box at each concert it will cover the yearly cost
of printing the Blower and Concert Programs.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Info: http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
Info: (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS)
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,
117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details.
Tickets: (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.
Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for
their upcoming 2017-2018 concert seasons

Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to
RTOS, type:
smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and
enter “Rochester Theater
Organ Society” .

Visit the RTOS website.
Find us at:
www.rtosonline.org
Like us on FaceBook
(Rochester Theatre Organ Society)
Post concert posters on your page.

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift
for relatives, friends or neighbors?
Give the gift of Theatre Organ music.
RTOS CDs, the Riviera Magic DVD
and gift memberships will be available
for purchase at the Tim Schramm
Christmas show.

