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Mark Herman Concludes
RTOS’ 2016-2017 Season
Born in 1987, Mark Herman
is one of America’s busiest
young theater organists, performing over 30 concerts and
silent film presentations each
year across the US and
abroad. In July of 2012, he
was named the American Theatre Organ Society’s Organist
of the Year and is the youngest
person ever to receive the
prestigious honor. Previously,
he was overall winner of the
Society’s Young Theatre Organist Competition in 2004.
Mark studied theatre organ
with John Ferguson of Indianapolis, who is recognized
worldwide for his skills as a
teacher. His classical piano
studies were with Christine
Freeman of Fort Wayne, Indiana. He earned a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree in Theatre
Arts/Management from DePaul
University in Chicago.
Mark has been featured on
several episodes of American
Public Media’s Pipedreams
program, and has performed
for countless conventions of
the American Theatre Organ
Society, American Guild of Organists, and Organ Historical
Society. On the international
stage, he has toured in Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland,

Mark Herman
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St
Sunday, June 18, 2017
2:30 PM

54th RTOS
Concert Series to
Begin in October
RTOS Program Chairman
Tim Schramm reports that
again this year the Auditorium
Theatre will be unavailable for
the entire month of September. For the second year in a
row the facility will host the
production company for the
purpose of ’teching’ a new
’Broadway’ show. This year a
new production of ’School of
Rock’ will be developed.
Tentative dates for RTOS
concerts have been given to
us and are listed on page 2 of
this Blower.

(Doors open 45 min early)

and the United Kingdom.
Mark currently resides in
Los Angeles, where he is
President and Tonal Director
of the Los Angeles Organ
Company, the Allen Organ
dealer for the Greater Los Angeles Area. He is in demand
as a voicing specialist and
tonal consultant for Allen Organs and is proud to be an
Allen Artist, showcasing new
Allen Organs in the US and
beyond.
Mark is online at www.
markhermanproductions.com
www.losangelesorgan.com.

Library News
by Greg Spring + Staff
Just a friendly reminder to
please return all borrowed
material to us at the June
concert!
Over the summer is when
we do a complete inventory of
all our material, so we can be
all ready to lend out a variety of
choices to you come the new
season in September.
Thank you in advance for
your cooperation,
and have a wonderful summer!
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Rochester Theater Organ Society
(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
Rochester, NY 14617
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295
http://www.rtosonline.org
—————————
M
C
Ken Veneron
48 N. State St.
Nunda, NY 14517
(585) 468-1052
423rtos@rochester.rr.com
Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31)
Full: $65.00
Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $35.00

——————————
B
E
Laura Finger
22 Blue Avocado Ln.
Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 298-9786
laurab78@rochester.rr.com
——————————
O
C
Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438
Rochester, NY 14617
(585) 266-6337
——————————
P
C
Tim Schramm
(585) 339-8546
posthorn8@aol.com

Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
Type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society”
as your charity.
Do you use Facebook?
Help us publicize RTOS:
•
•

Visit the RTOS Facebook
page (Rochester Theatre Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post the concert posters on
your Facebook page.

Visit the RTOS website
frequently for the latest
news and information.
find us at:
www.rtosonline.org

A Letter from your President
Although we focus on our Mighty Wurlitzer at
the Auditorium, there are other theater organ
related events within easy driving distance.
One is the Riviera Theatre in North
Tonawanda, original home of the Wurlitzer factory.
Recently, several RTOS members went on a short
road trip to the “Riv” to join in their celebration of
90 years in business. Clark Wilson played for a
silent movie—the same one shown on the theatre’s opening night
in 1926. It was a delightful event with much food, drink, and
enthusiastic supporters. If you have not visited the Riviera, it is
worth the short drive. The building has been lovingly restored and
is very active as a performing arts center, with shows and
concerts. For example, Donna Parker is playing their Wurlitzer on
June 7. Check them out at www.rivieratheatre.org.
We are continuing with the planning for the 2019 ATOS
Convention to be held in Rochester and hosted by RTOS. Our
team of five members is creating the framework and signing
contracts for transportation, hotel, venues, etc. As the date nears,
we will be asking for volunteers, but right now we are in good
hands.
Don’t forget that as an RTOS member, you can play the
Wurlitzer at the Eisenhart Auditorium at the Rochester Museum
and Science Center. See the back page of the Blower for dates.
Contact Martin Ippolito to sign up. There are several slots
available each month.
Paul A. Law
paullaw342@gmail.com
585-755-4144

RTOS Sets Dates for
2017-2018 concerts
Dates have been confirmed with the Auditorium
Theatre owners for the 20172018 concert series and are
listed below. Program Chairman Tim Schramm is in the
process of booking artists . All
concerts are on Sunday afternoons.
2017
Oct15
Nov 5
Dec 10
2018
Feb 4
Mar 4
Apr 8
May 27
June 24

For Sale FOR SALE:
Walnut organ
console shell
suitable for
MIDI/Hauptwerk
conversion. Includes music
rack, bench,
pedals and
three uninstalled
keyboards and piston buttons.
Asking $200/OBO, local p/u only.
Paul Law
585-755-4144 or
paullaw342@gmail.com.
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Olcott Beach Band Organ Rally
by Tim Wagner

This summer, the Carousel
Organ Association of America
will host a band organ rally at
Olcott Beach, NY on July
29th and 30th.
I invite you to attend this
free, outdoor family-friendly
event and enjoy “The Happiest
Music on Earth” provided by
dozens of self-playing outdoor
mechanical organs. From
small hand-cranked organs
with 20 pipes, to large American band organs and European fairground organs with hundreds of pipes, this rally promises musical delights for the
eye and ear. This only happens once every three years!
A 90-minute drive through
orchard country west of Rochester, the quaint hamlet of Olcott Beach features a shady
picnic park on a bluff overlooking Lake Ontario, along with
the Olcott Beach Carousel
Park nearby, a kiddie park run
by volunteers.

Finster Baby and I (photo
at right) encourage you to come
out and enjoy the sounds of
summer!
Following your tour of the
band organ rally, continue your
day by checking out the numerous dining options near the park
or drive a few miles south down
Route 78 to bustling Lockport, a
town rich in Erie Canal history.
There you will find many more
fine restaurants.

“Trudy” a feature at olcott
beach rally by Tim Wagner
One of the highlights of the rally is
TRUDY, a 400+ pipe concert band organ built
from scratch by David Wasson. Constructed
over a 10-year period when David lived in
San Diego, CA, TRUDY (named after his
grandmother) can perform any style of music
due its chromatic construction (most band
organs are not fully chromatic). David, who
performs in community band playing euphonium or saxophone, arranges all the music for
TRUDY, based on full band scores. He also
built the perforating machine for manufacturing the rolls for the organ. More recently, David adapted the instrument to play from midi
files, directly from the computer software he
now uses to arrange the music. One of the

highlights of a COAA band organ rally is a play along concert with TRUDY, where anyone with a musical instrument
is welcome to accompany TRUDY during a 1-hour concert. Sheet music for individual instruments is available.
Instant band. How cool is that?
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS

RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change
Mark Herman

June 18 2:30PM

2017-2018 dates are listed on page 2.
Note: Artists and dates are subject to change
Check the RTOS website often for latest information on 2017 dates and artists.
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.

Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM
June 25, July 16, Aug 13,
Sep 10, Oct 15, Nov 12, Dec 17

“Open Console” is when members are given a
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the music.

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
Donna Parker Wednesday, June 7, 7:30 PM—$10.00
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
Info: http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
Info: (3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS)
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,
117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details.
Tickets: (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.
Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/
Please visit the web sties for these venues for the latest information for
their upcoming 2017-2018 concert seasons

Ted McWharf
CD Sales With a Smile
Many organists rely on the
income from the sale of their
CDs at concerts. These sales
also help RTOS as we receive
a commission on every CD
sold. One of our busiest volunteers, Ted McWharf, can be
found in the lobby during every
RTOS concert where he single
-handedly sells the CDs produced by the day’s artist along
with CDs produced by RTOS .
A man of many talents, Ted

often helps out the maintenance
crew. He has served many
years on the RTOS Board of Directors and currently holds the
office of Vice-President.
Ted is also a member of the
2019 convention planning committee with the primary responsibility of coordinating transportation details for the conclave.

