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Tim Schramm & Friends:
The Christmas 2017 Edition!
Rochester’s own Tim
Schramm will once again bring
to us a dazzling Christmas
show that will help you celebrate the season.
Tim has invited some very
talented guests to be with us
that afternoon. Harpist Amy
Walts will grace us with her angelic artistry. The beautiful soprano voice of soprano Cecile
Saine will let our spirits soar to
the heights. The World of Inquiry School Choir will stop by
with some amazing singing under the direction of Tim Burdick. Dennis Overholt and Connor Ream will join Tim as a trio
with TWO grand pianos and
the Mighty Wurlitzer. This year
we are pleased to introduce
two new groups: The Groove
Juice Swing Dancers and a
jazz ensemble called The Tim
Schramm Trio!
Tim’s daughter Victoria will
join him on stage again this
year to dance as the Wurlitzer
magically plays without anyone
at the console.
There will also be lots of fun
and surprises. The stage of the
New Auditorium Center will be
transformed to a Christmas
wonderland with decorations,

Tim Schramm &
Friends
Auditorium Theatre
885 E. Main St
Sunday, December 11, 2016
2:30 PM
(Doors open 45 min early)

shimmering Christmas trees,
and falling snow.
As for Tim himself, he
started playing the piano at
the age of 6. At the age of
10 he was introduced to the
Mighty Wurlitzer at the Auditorium Theatre in Rochester
and it was love at first
sight. Since that time the

organ has become his passion.
He played his first church service at the age of 11. Since
then he continues to play
church services, weddings, funerals, organ dedications and
theatre organ concerts.
Tim is currently a semiretired accompanist for the
Rochester City School District
and Director of Music Ministries at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church in Newark, NY. He enjoys playing for many of the
local theatre organ groups and
for many years has been the
organist at the Walnut Hill
Horse Show and Carriage
Driving Competition in Pittsford, NY.
In April 2005 Tim traveled to
England as an artist in the Byron Jones Organ Festivals and
to concertize on the restored
Compton in Bristol. He has
returned to England many
times since. Tim has also
played for the Kingston Theatre Organ Society in Kingston,
Ontario. Tim serves on the
Board of Directors of RTOS
and is their Program Chair.
Please plan to join us as we
wish all our members and
friends a Merry Christmas!
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Rochester Theater Organ Society
(Founded 1964)
PO Box 17114
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——————————
O
C
Martin Ippolito
PO Box 17438
Rochester, NY 14617
(585) 266-6337
——————————
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Tim Schramm
(585) 339-8546
posthorn8@aol.com

Shopping on Amazon?
To direct your support to RTOS,
Type: smile.amazon.com
in your web browser and enter
“Rochester Theater Organ Society”
as your charity.
Do you use Facebook?
Help us publicize RTOS:
•
•

Visit the RTOS Facebook
page ( Rochester Theatre
Organ Society) and ‘Like’ us.
Post the concert posters on
your Facebook page.

Visit the RTOS website
frequently for the latest
news and information.
find us at:
www.rtosonline.org

A Letter from your President
I love silent movies with organ accompaniment. I
also love war/love stories. Both were combined in
the RTOS presentation of the classic film Wings.
The photography was outstanding, Clara Bow was
seductive, Gary Cooper had his two minutes of
stardom. The music, skillfully played by David
Peckham, was the original score for the film. You
may have guessed that I thoroughly enjoyed the
performance! Thanks David!
In early November, several RTOS folks went to North
Tonawanda, near Buffalo, to hear our own Tim Schramm in
concert. He also included a silent Buster Keaton comedy. Great
show, Tim! Tim has been working hard on his upcoming RTOS
Christmas show. This is a great opportunity to treat your friends
and neighbors to a fun-family oriented Holiday musical event.
Ballots are out for election of three directors. We appreciate
that John Lukes stepped up to run unopposed. Be sure to attend
the Annual Meeting in December. It won’t be as exciting as the
November Presidential Election, nor will it have a surprise
ending, but come anyway!
Our plans for the ATOS National Convention in 2019 are
moving forward. A preliminary schedule has been formulated by
Co-chair Russ Shaner. We’ll share more as plans are firmed up.
The fund drive total continues to grow as noted below. Again,
thank you to all who have contributed. With just over a month to
go, our goal is in sight. If you have not yet donated Please
consider helping out.
Paul A. Law
paullaw342@gmail.com
585-755-4144

RTOS 2016 funds
drive update
Thank you to everyone
who has contributed to date.
As of November 15th the total
amount received stands at:

$12,242.00
Help RTOS keep the
music playing in Rochester by
sending your contribution to:
Ken Veneron
48 N. State Street
Nunda, NY 14517-9655

$15,000 _____
$12,000 _____
$9,000 _____
$6,000 _____
$3,000 _____
$0 _____

RTOS Blower

A Salute to our
volunteers and
staff
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Meet the RTOS Ushers

RTOS
- by Paul Law
About this series
For the past 52 years The
Rochester Theater Organ
Society, has operated like a ’welloiled machine’. Throughout the
years, RTOS members have
reaped the benefit of the efforts
of a dedicated group of
volunteers who have contributed
untold thousands of hours of their
time and toil to conduct the
business of RTOS. The list of
tasks is long. Some jobs are
large requiring many hours
throughout the year and some
are less time consuming. Some
volunteers are more visible than
others. However, each and
every one is vital to the success
of the society.
During the coming year in The
Blower we will shine the “RTOS
Spotlight” on our workers who
make the magic happen that
keeps the music of both of our
Wurlitzers playing.
We begin the series with our
usher corps. They are there at
the doors - armed with programs
to welcome you with a smile and
a cheery greeting at every
concert. They also are there to
assist anyone needing help with
seating or getting around the
building.
When you see one of our
volunteers, I urge you to take a
moment to say hi and thank them
for all they do.
- Paul

Pictured above are our volunteers who, at every concert, staff the
entrances, verify membership cards and tickets and open the theater doors when the artist is finished practicing.
From the left: Tom and Jan Brewer, Bob and Jo Kanis, Bob Day,
rear: Harold (Buzz) Rose.
RTOS thanks them for their years of dependable service.

Holiday Shopping at
RTOS

Have You Renewed
for 2017?

Are you looking for some
ideas to make your Christmas
shopping easier? Why not
give the gift of music this year.
CDs recorded on the
RTOS Wurlitzer will be on
sale on the 13th.
Give a friend an RTOS
2017 gift membership.
Treat your friends or
neighbors or relatives to
the December concert.

Our membership Chairman,
Ken Veneron, reports that a
number of RTOS members
have not yet renewed for 2017.
Ken or Chris will be glad to help
you at the membership table.

Just Say Charge it
RTOS now accepts major
credit cards at the concerts for
CD sales and Memberships.
Or, go to the RTOS website
where you can renew memberships or purchase items from
the RTOS ‘store’ via PayPal.
It’s easy and secure.

Paul Law, President
Ted McWharf, Vice-President
Chris Van Stean, Secretary
Ken Veneron, Treasurer
Bob Bower, Director
David Higgs, Director
John Lukes, Director
Rick McCutchan, Director
Tim Schramm, Director, Programs
Greg Spring, Director
Russ Shaner, Past-President

RTOS EVENTS
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St.
All artists and dates subject to change
Tim Schramm Christmas
Open Console on 4/23
Eastman Bunch
Artist TBA
Scott Foppiano
Mark Herman

Dec 11
Jan 15
Feb 26
Mar 19
May 28
Jun 18

2:30PM
11:00AM
2:30PM
2:30PM
2:30PM
2:30PM

Note: Artists and dates are subject to change
Check the RTOS website often for latest information on 2017 dates and artists.
Rochester Museum & Science Center
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St.

Open Console
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM

Dec 18

RTOS Annual Membership Meeting at
3:00 PM following the open console.
Please plan to attend.

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS
Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society (RTOPS)
Jelani Eddington Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7:30 PM—$10.00
(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda, NY
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/
Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM)
John Ledwon Dec. 18, 3:00 pm
(3/11 Wurlitzer) 581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580
http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm
Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS)
Dave Wickerham Fri., Dec. 2nd, 7:30 PM ($25 Cn, $20 Cn Sr.)
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA
(3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://ktos.ca/
Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS)
Concerts currently held at: St. Andrew’s United Church,
117 Bloor St. East, Toronto ON, CA. Check website for details.
Tickets: (416) 492-6262 email: box-office@ttos.ca
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/
Binghamton Theatre Organ Society (BTOS)

Jim Ford / Chicago (1927-silent) Sun, Dec 18, 2:00 PM - $20
Nancy Wildoner ”Pop Pipes” Sunday, Jan 22, 2017, 2:00 PM - $20
236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413.
Info/ticketing: http://www.binghamtontos.org/

Open Console
Planned for the 4/23

Experienced Tuner
Needed!

Reservations are being
taken for an open console
session on the 4/23 on Sunday,
January 15, 2017 starting at
11:00 AM. Please call Martin
Ippolito to reserve your spot.
2017 open console dates to
play the Eisenhart 3/12 will be
posted on the website ASAP
and announced at the Dec.
13th Holiday concert.

RTOS is in need of a person
to tune the 4/23 before each concert. Due to unforeseen circumstances there is immediate need
to fill this critical volunteer position for part of 2017. If interested,
you must be able to climb to and
work in the chambers and have
experience in tuning pipe organs.
Please contact Russ Shaner at
(585) 266-2854 or send email to:
r.shaner@rochester.rr.com

