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David Gray Makes His  
Second Appearance with RTOS 

David Gray was born in 
1990 and raised in Glasgow, 
Scotland. He began playing 
piano at the age of 4, and at 
the age of 13 he started 
attending a specialist music 
boarding school in Edinburgh, 
where he spent his remaining 5 
years of high school. 

In July 2015, he graduated 
from the Royal Academy of 
Music in London with high 
distinction in a Master of Arts 
degree in piano performance. 
He has been studying at the 
Academy with Professor 
Hamish Milne from 2008 to 
2014 on full scholarships, 
completing his undergraduate 
degree with first class honours 
in 2013, and achieving the 
highest exam marks in his year 
for concerto and final recitals 
during both degrees. During 
his time at the Royal Academy, 
he won many of the school's 
biggest prizes, as well as 
winning prizes in international 
piano competitions, and he has 
performed in numerous 
important British concert halls. 
This year he is a fellow of the 
Academy piano department, 
and assists with some teaching 
there.In the last few years he 
has been working with 
renowned film composer   

and accompanist Neil Brand 
in the art of silent film 
accompaniment on the piano. 
In this capacity he has 
travelled to the Pordenone 
Silent Film Festival in Italy to 
perform, as well as work with 
authorities from all over the 
world. 

He started playing theatre 
organ in 2004, and since then 
he has worked hard to 
maintain a balance between 
performing theatre organ and  

classical piano. In 2005 he won 
the ATOS Young Theatre 
Organist Competition in Los 
Angeles, and has performed at 
four ATOS conventions since 
then. In 2007 he received the 
Cinema Organ Society's Ian 
Sutherland Award, and has 
performed widely in the UK, as 
well as completing two concert 
tours of Australia and New 
Zealand. In the last year he 
has travelled to the USA five 
times to perform in many of the 
country's most prestigious 
venues. Upcoming inter-
national concerts this year 
include numerous trips to the 
USA, Canada, Holland and   a 
tour of Australia. He was 
named the American Theatre 
Organ Society's Organist of the 
Year for 2015.  He is currently 
in the stages of producing his 
first theatre organ CD; this was 
done on the 5 manual, 80 rank 
Sanfilippo Wurlitzer, and 
should be released this 
summer. 

 

June Program Change 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, 
Dan Minervini will not be able to 
perform for RTOS this Spring. 

Please join us on 
Sunday, June 12 at 2:30 PM 

For 
Dave Wickerham 



 

 

  By the time you read this, our Eastman Bunch 
concert will be a memory. 
  This year, we were included in the Rochester 
Celebrity Organ Recital Series (RCORS) for the 
first time. This is clearly a recognition of our 
unique instrument and its place in the Rochester 
pipe organ community. We appreciate that the 
American Guild of Organists (AGO) invited us to 

participate. 
  One Eastman faculty member and five organ students 
participated in our concert. Professor Bill Porter coached the 
students over a period of several months. Many hours of practice 
were 
involved to tame the Mighty Wurlitzer. We needed to fit our 
access times between RBTL shows and students’ class times. 
  Our featured artist, Justin Lavoie, had very limited practice 
time due to shows previously scheduled in the theater. He had 
access only on Sunday morning of the concert day. Here’s where 
a true professional shows what he/she can do! 
  Of special note, the series was recorded for future broadcast 
on public broadcasting’s program Pipedreams (heard locally on 
WXXI 91.5FM on Sunday evenings).  Michael Barone was here 
for all concerts and was emcee for our program, interviewing our 
performers. 
  Next month, I’ll write about our spring road trip to Erie, PA. 
  
                              Paul Law 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 
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Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 
(585) 468-1052 

423rtos@rochester.rr.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $65.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $35.00 

—————————— 
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Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 

—————————— 
O	�� C������ 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President 

Hammond   
A-102 tone-
wheel elec-
tric organ 
(French Pro-
vincial style 
console and 

bench), Leslie 142 (2-speed) 
using Trek II controls.  Great 
shape, recently serviced, well-
maintained, excellent for 
church or studio.  $2,500 (price 
includes moving and set-up 
within the greater Rochester 
area).  Please call John Lukes 
at 585-820-9903. 

For Sale 
Congratulations to Jon Ortloff.  

Jon is not only a top notch organist, 
but since leaving Rochester and 
settling in Boston, MA, he has founded 
his own pipe organ building and 
maintenance company.  Currently Jon 
is in the final phases of installing the 
first pipe organ bearing his name at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Penfield. 
The organ has 18 stops (24 ranks) 
controlled by a two manual console.   

During his years at the Eastman School of Music Jon served 
RTOS as a director and in 2007 produced the first  Eastman Bunch 
concert which has since become an annual event.  In 2009 he was 
named an Honorary Member of RTOS.  That same year he produced 
his first CD recording “Clang Clang Clang” on the RTOS-Grierson 
Wurlitzer.  Jon earned degrees in organ performance at the ESM and 
an engineering degree at the U of R.  After moving to the Boston area 
he honed his organ-building skills at two New England companies prior 
to establishing his own firm.   

Ortloff organ company opus 1 

Ortloff Organ Company Opus 1 - St. 
Joseph's Catholic Church, Penfield, NY 
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April Concert: Pipedreams in Rochester 

by Richard Neidich 

Above: Featured artist Justin LaVoie, with Michael Barone. 
 
Below, left to right: Chase Loomer, Michael Barone, Thomas 
Gaynor, Edward Dean, Owen Reid, Nicholas Halbert, and  
Professor Bill Porter. 
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UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

  
 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
David Gray Saturday, May 21st, 8:00 PM—$15.00 

(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  
http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 

 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
David Gray, Friday, May 13th, 7:30 PM—$25.00 ($20/senior) 
Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 

(3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html 
 

Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) 
David Gray, Monday, May 16th, 7:30 PM—$20.00 

Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA 
(4/21 Wurlitzer) Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca 

Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society 
Nancy Wildoner & Vocalists Sun, May 15, 2:00 PM - $20 

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/
ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change 
 

David Gray            May 22   2:30PM 
 

NOTE: Artist and date have changed for June 
Dave Wickerham         Jun 12   2:30PM 

 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

May 15 
 Jun 26 
Jul 17 

    Aug 21   
 Sep 25 
 Oct 23 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the sound.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean,  Secretary 
Ken Veneron, Treasurer 
Ken Dorner, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Rick McCutchan, Director 
Richard Neidich, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 

Each summer the American Theatre Organ 
Society (ATOS) produces a nearly week long 
conclave during which the world’s top theatre 
organists are showcased on theatre organs in a 
selected city or region.  Typical attendance is 
around 400 people who will come from all parts of 
the world.   

Although RTOS itself is not officially associated 
with ATOS, many of our members are.  Late last 
year we were invited to partner with them to put on a 
convention in Western New York in July of 2019.  
Rochester would be the host city where we would 
feature both RTOS organs.  Conventioneers would 
also be bussed to several nearby cities including   

Buffalo / North Tonawanda, Elmira and Syracuse for 
concerts on theatre organs in those cities.   

The last time a national convention was held in 
Western NY was in 1964 and was centered in 
Buffalo.  This is an exciting opportunity for us to 
showcase our instruments and make a profit for us. 

The board has held several discussions and 
must make a decision soon.  If, and it’s a big if, we 
commit to this we will need help from our members.  
We will need people for a variety of tasks, both in the 
planning and actual running of the convention.  We 
realize that this is three years away, but if we go 
forward the time will pass quickly. 

Would YOU like to be a part of this great 
adventure?  We invite your input and suggestions.  If 
you would like to help, please do not hesitate to call 
or email me:   

Russ Shaner 
(585)-266-2854    r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

Is there a national theatre organ 

convention in our future? 


