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Indiana Native Justin Stahl  

Makes RTOS Debut 

  Justin Stahl is a native of 
Beech Grove, Indiana.  Begin-
ning at age five with the en-
couragement of his great-
grandfather, Justin was mostly 
self-taught in piano and organ.  
His passion for music has 
reached many venues that 
have included accompanying 
for several choral departments, 
contributing as his church's 
music director, playing for com-
munity theatre, and serving for 
over thirteen years in the Indi-
ana Army National Guard's 
38th Infantry Division Band.   
  Theatre organ has always 
been an "advanced hobby" of 
Justin's and it has taken him to 
performance venues across 
the country.  He has enter-
tained thousands of patrons of 
the Indianapolis Symphony Or-
chestra for the past five years 
for their annual Yuletide Cele-
bration concerts as organist, 
playing the 3/24 Wurlitzer in-
stalled at the Hilbert Circle 
Theatre.  Justin was a featured 
artist at the 59th ATOS Con-
vention held in Indianapolis in 
2014.   
  Highlights for 2015 included 
performances on the Bob  

Municipal Hall Auditorium in 
Kansas City, Missouri.  Upcom-
ing dates in 2016 include con-
certs in Indianapolis at the 
Warren Performing Arts Cen-
ter’s 3/18 Barton and in Detroit 
on the Senate Theatre’s histor-
ic 4/34 Wurlitzer.  
  A graduate of Marian Uni-
versity with a Bachelor's de-
gree in piano performance, 
Justin presently serves as ac-
companist of choirs at Decatur 
Central High School, while writ-
ing choral/instrumental ar-
rangements for several choir 
departments.  His approach 
and philosophy includes the 
continued promotion of the the-
atre organ by using a wide 
base of musical genres.   
  Justin recently issued his 
first CD recording, performed 
on the 3/24 Hilbert Circle 
Wurlitzer.  This is also the first 
official recording of that instru-
ment which was installed by 
Carlton Smith Assoc. of Indian-
apolis, the same firm that re-
stored the console of the 
RTOS-Grierson organ in the 
late 1990s.  Copies of Justin’s 
new CD will be available for 
purchase at the concert. 

Markworth 3/24 Kimball resi-
dence organ in Omaha, Ne-
braska and on the 3/30 
Wurlitzer installed in the Pub-
lic Museum in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.   
  In January of this year, 
Justin performed on the 4/28 
Robert Morton organ in the  



 

 

  We certainly ended the 2015 calendar year with 
a superb edition of the Christmas Follies. The au-
dience was large, around 800, and very enthusias-
tic!  Our thanks go to all who performed, and to 
Tim Schramm who produced and directed the 
show.  Perhaps we can convince Tim to do it 
again in 2016? 
The fall fund drive was a great success.  Your con-

tributions, large and small, helped us exceed our goal of 
$10,000.  Although we still ended the year with a deficit of about 
$3,000 it was much less than that of the past several years.  On 
behalf of the Officers and Board, I thank each and every one who 
contributed to these much needed funds.  You Board is working 
very hard to manage our treasury as carefully as possible to 
keep the music playing in Rochester. 

On January 10th our members had the opportunity to play the 
Auditorium Wurlitzer at Open Console.  The theater was cold but 
the music and plenty of hot coffee made up for it! 

Your Board had some changes following the December An-
nual Meeting.  While the results of the election were much more 
predictable than the upcoming national elections, I thank each of 
you who marked and returned your ballots.  Roger Wood has 
stepped down after many years on the Board. We thank Roger 
for his service to the Board and his continuing efforts to maintain 
our Mighty Wurlitzer.  Please join me in welcoming our newly 
elected Director, Ken Dorner.  An RTOS member for many years, 
Ken brings a fresh and energetic approach and many new ideas 
to the board.  I would like to remind you again that we are seek-
ing a new Treasurer to take over for Ken Veneron who wishes to 
retire this summer. 

I had the opportunity to hear our February artist Justin Stahl 
present a fine concert at the 2014 ATOS convention in Indianap-
olis.  I hope that you will be on hand to welcome him for his first 
appearance for RTOS on February 21st. 
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Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
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Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 
(585) 468-1052 

423rtos@rochester.rr.com 
 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $65.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $35.00 
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B����� E����� 

Laura Finger 
22 Blue Avocado Ln. 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 298-9786 
laurab78@rochester.rr.com 
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Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
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Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President 

Library News 
by Greg Spring 

  If your mailing label on this 
issue reads "EXPIRED" or 
"2015" your membership has 
expired.  You may renew and 
continue to receive the Blower, 
or do nothing and this is your 
last Blower. 
  If you renew your member-
ship and would like an email 
notice when the next Blower is 
available, please email me. 
  The Treasurer’s Annual Re-
port for the year ending July 
31, 2015 will be available to 
view at the membership table 
at this month’s concert. 

Membership News 
by Ken Veneron 

  Sorry we were unable to open at the December concert...our 
new CD shelving unit came apart a bit unexpectedly!  I am work-
ing on getting it fixed in time for this month’s concert.   
  We recently got a batch of concert CDs in from Gordon Wood, 
and have more on the way from him...please stop by to see what 
you might like to sign out to listen to! 



 

 

3 RTOS Blower 

Tim Schtramm’s 2015 Christmas Follies 
by Tim Wagner 

Courtney Johnson and Wilson Magnet HS students 

Tim and Tori Schramm 

Rochester’s OASIS Tappers (age 50+) stole the show!! 

Chuck Cupp, Tim Schramm, Sean and 
Susie Buck, Cecile Saine 

Above: John and Kelly Petro 
 
Left: Connor Ream, Timothy Burdick 
and World of Inquiry School Choir 
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Where are the discount coupons? 
 

At its January, 2016 meeting, the RTOS Board of Directors considered raising the price that non-
members are charged to attend concerts.  After much discussion it was decided that adult ticket prices 
would remain at the very reasonable price of $15.00, but that the discount coupons would be eliminated.  

 
Children 12 years of age and under and students (with school ID) will still be admitted for free 

 
Non-members purchasing tickets may exchange up to two tickets toward the purchase of an  

RTOS membership at the membership table. 
 

There is no change to the admission policy for RTOS members. 

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society 
Clark Wilson Wednesday, April 6th, 7:30 PM—$10.00 

(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda  
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: http://www.rivieratheatre.org/  

 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
Check the website below for latest information 

(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  
http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 

 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Clark Wilson, Friday, April 8th, 7:30 PM—$25.00 ($20/senior) 

Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 
(3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html 

 

Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) 
Clark Wilson Accomp. Ben-Hur, April 11, 8:00 PM—$20.00 
Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA 

(4/21 Wurlitzer) Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca 
Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  

 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society 
Jim Ford acc. Chaplin silent movie fest. Sun, April 10, 2:00 PM - $20 

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/
ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 

 

RTOS EVENTS 
Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 

All artists and dates subject to change 
 

Justin Stahl            Feb 21    2:30PM 
Eastman Bunch /Justin LaVoie  Apr 24    2:30PM 
David Gray            May 22   2:30PM 
Dan Minervini           Jun 19    2:30PM 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

Feb 7 Mar 20 Apr 17 
May 15 Jun 26 Jul 17 
Aug 21 Sep 25 Oct 23 

“Open Console” is when members are given a 
time slot to play one of the Society’s theater 
pipe organs. Come to play, or enjoy the sound.  

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean,  Secretary 
Ken Veneron, Treasurer 
Ken Dorner, Director 
David Higgs, Director 
Rick McCutchan, Director 
Richard Neidich, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 


