
 

 

Scott Harrison 
Auditorium Theatre 

885 E. Main St 

Sunday, May 10, 2015 
 2:30 PM 

(Doors open 45 min early) 

Scott Harrison has been perform-
ing on Theatre Organs since 1987.  He 
has been privileged to appear at many 
of the great theatre organ venues 
around the world including in Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States and 
England. 

His first major gig was as ‘City 
Organist’ for the then City of Moorabbin  
(now City of Kingston), Victoria, Austra-
lia from 1987 to 1993, residing over 
their magnificent 4/21 Wurlitzer.  Dur-
ing this period he also spent two years 
residing over the Theatre Organ Soci-
ety of Australia (TOSA) Victoria’s prize 
3/15 Dendy Wurlitzer.  

In 1992, Scott had his first over-
seas performance on Theatre Organ, 
playing to a capacity audience at the 
Baycourt Theatre, Tauranga, New Zea-
land.  That initial performance was the 
start of a very successful ongoing as-
sociation with the Tauranga Theatre 
Organ Society (TTOS) that is still going 
strong after more than 20 years!  It has 
included an upgrade program for their 
wonderful Style H 2/10 Wurlitzer OPUS 
1482. 

It has been his great pleasure to 
work with the folks at Tuaranga and 
seeing this organ evolve musically over 
the years.  In September 2012, Scott 
had the privilege of performing four 
shows over a weekend at the Baycourt, 
helping the TTOS celebrate the organ’s 
40th Anniversary in Tauranga.  

In 1993 he commenced organ 
studies with the late Father James 
Miller at his home in Fenton, Michigan, 
USA.  Since then he has enjoyed many 
return visits to the US, playing some 
wonderful instruments in Northern Cali-
fornia, as well as Chicago, Atlanta, Se-
attle, Indianapolis, Boston and Wichita.  

residing over the magnificent Kingston 
Wurlitzer organ 25 years after first 
holding that auspicious role. 

Since 1986, Scott has been a 
proud member of TOSA Vic (now Mel-
bourne Theatre Organ) and has en-
joyed being part of the preservation 
and promotion of these amazing instru-
ments.  In 2010, he had the pleasure of 
playing the opening concert for TOSA 
Vic’s 50th Anniversary Convention 
along with project managing the refur-
bishment of TOSA Vic’s Dendy Wurlit-
zer, which reopened as part of the 50th 
Anniversary Celebrations.  

Scott has three commercial re-
cordings currently available recorded 
on Wurlitzers; two at separate venues 
in Victoria, Australia – the Kingston 
City Hall and the Dendy Cinema, 
Brighton, and the third comprising mu-
sic from the three Wurlitzer organs in 
New Zealand.  

To sum it all up, it’s often said that 
‘music makes the world go round’, and 
Scott considers himself very lucky to 
be able to share his music with so 
many wonderful people all around the 
world and is thrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to perform on the famous RTOS 
- Grierson Wurlitzer. 

During this current trip to the USA 
Scott will add Rochester, North To-
nawanda and Syracuse to this 
growing list. 

Some of the highlights of his 
regular Australian concerts include 
the opening celebration concert for 
the Warragul Wurlitzer along with 
the re-opening of the refurbished 
Kingston Wurlitzer in 2005.  He  
was also the organist for the special 
City of Kingston concerts to cele-
brate the Kingston Wurlitzer’s 80th 
anniversary (2009), and the 40th 
anniversary of the Kingston City 
Hall in 2010. 

 In February 2012, Kingston 
City Council reappointed him to the 
position of City Organist, again  

Be sure to visit the RTOS website 
frequently for the latest information 
about RTOS.  You can find us at: 
www.rtosonline.org or by typing 
“rtosonline” into your search en-
gine or by using the 
barcode reader app 
on your tablet or 
smartphone to scan 
this QR symbol. 
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  As I write, I am still excited about last weekend’s trip 
to the Clemens Center in Elmira.  The weather was 
perfect for our drive as we drove through Geneva, 
along Seneca Lake, and through Watkins Glen.  
Thanks to RTOS member John Mulvey who resides in 
Geneva and pointed out the highlights of this histori-
cally significant city as we passed through.  Forty five 

RTOS enthusiasts made the trip by chartered bus and several more by 
personal car.  I think we all enjoyed the concert where David Peckham 
provided a varied program which included the hilarious Buster Keaton 
silent short “One Week” and a fully described rendition of Prokofiev’s 
Peter and the Wolf with special guest timpanist, Cathy Peckham.  Fol-
lowing the concert we rode to nearby Horseheads where the group en-
joyed a buffet dinner at Tanino Ristorante Italiano and then returned 
home.  The trip, the first sponsored by RTOS in many years, was en-
joyed by all.  We are considering future bus trips. We welcome your 
suggestions for a future destination. 

Those of you who sat at the front right of the theater during the last 
concert may have heard quite a bit of air leakage. Not to worry!   One 
of our intrepid organ maintenance volunteers (Kevin Scott) recently 
wound his way up through the solo chamber, out through a “secret” 
portal, over a wind line and onto the scaffold which supports the xylo-
phone, marimba/harp and several cymbals in the area directly above 
the grills in the proscenium arch.  He cleaned the magnet which was 
causing the leakage.  This is one example of how we maintain this 
marvelous instrument.  Thanks, Kevin.  Also, did you know that the or-
gan is tuned prior to every concert?  This painstaking task is performed 
by Kevin and Larry Delahooke. 

I look forward to welcoming RTOS first-timer Scott Harrison this 
month.  As the concert is on Mother’s Day, what better way to cele-
brate the occasion than to bring your Mom, your children’s Mom, your 
neighbor’s Mom or your best gal along to enjoy Scott’s program. 

Paul Law 

RTOS Blower 2 

 

Rochester Theater Organ Society  
(Founded 1964) 
PO Box 17114 

Rochester, NY 14617 
Concerts & Info: (585) 234-2295 

   http://www.rtosonline.org 
                ————————— 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Ken Veneron 

48 N. State St.  
Nunda, NY 14517 

(585) 468-1052 
423rtos@rochester.rr.com 

 

Membership (from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31) 
Full: $65.00 

Associate: (50+ miles from Roch): $45.00 
Student (age 18-24 with ID): $35.00 

—————————— 
INTERIM BLOWER CO-EDITORS 

Paul Law & Russ Shaner 
66 Requa St. 

Rochester, NY 14621 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 
—————————— 

OPEN CONSOLE 
Martin Ippolito 
PO Box 17438  

Rochester, NY 14617 
 (585) 266-6337 

—————————— 
PROGRAM CHAIR 

Russ Shaner 
(585) 266-2854 

r.shaner@rochester.rr.com 

A Letter from your President    

Another reminder Another reminder Another reminder Another reminder 

about recordingabout recordingabout recordingabout recording 

Following the March concert 
we received several comments 
regarding the use of recording 
devices by audience members.  

Please remember that we are 
governed by the rules of the man-
agement of the Auditorium Thea-
tre which forbid the use of any 
device for the purpose of making 
audio or video recordings of any 
performance.  Please do not use 
your cell phone, tablet, digital 
video or audio recorder, etc. to 
record our concerts.  Your coop-
eration is greatly appreciated. 

Library NewsLibrary NewsLibrary NewsLibrary News    

by Greg Spring 

Do you have materials 
checked out of the RTOS library?  
Please remember that all tapes, 
CDs, etc are due back by the 
June concert.  If there’s a chance 
that you won’t be attending in 
June, please consider returning 
any items you have checked out 
at the upcoming May concert.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

 - Greg 

On Saturday, May 9th, at 
7:30 PM David Peckham will per-
form with the Orchestra of the 
Southern Finger Lakes at Elmira’s 
Clemens Center.  The program 
will include Saint Saens Sym-
phony No. 3 (Organ Symphony) 
featuring David playing the Marr & 
Colton organ.  Info at: 
http://www.clemenscenter.com/ 

David Peckham to David Peckham to David Peckham to David Peckham to 

perform withperform withperform withperform with    

 Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra 



 

 

RTOS Blower 3 

RTOS Takes A Trip! 
A perfect spring day - good friends - a lovely ride along Seneca Lake - a beautiful theatre - 

a terrific organ -a spectacular concert - a delightful dinner and home-made Cookies! 

 

All Aboard at Park & Ride 
Could the day be more perfect?? 

On Sunday, April 12th 45 RTOS Members and their friends gathered at the RTS Park & Ride lot at St. John Fisher 
College and travelled via deluxe coach to Elmira via Rte 14 through Geneva and along Seneca Lake to the beautifully 
restored Clemens Center PAC.  There we were entertained by organist David Peckham playing the newly refurbished 
4/26 Marr & Colton theater organ.  Following the concert we enjoyed a buffet dinner at Tanino’s in nearby Horseheads 
then 45 tired souls returned to Rochester.  A good time was had by all.  Below is a sampling of the day’s photos.  Please 
visit the RTOS website to see larger versions of these and other photos. 

The Usual Suspects?? Happy Travelers All! 

Historic Geneva 

Along Seneca Lake 

We’ve Arrived! 

Cathy Peckham on Tympani 

“One Week” on Screen 

The Main Attraction  

Dinner at Tanino’s 

Is Everyone Here? 

Photos courtesy of  Tim Wagner, Richard Neidich, Ted McWharf & Greg Spring 



 

 

Rochester Theater 
Organ Society 
P.O. Box 17114 
Rochester, NY 14617-0114 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

RTOS EVENTS 

Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St. 
All artists and dates subject to change 

 

Scott Harrison May 10 2:30 PM 
Ron Rhode Jun 14 2:30 PM 
TBA Sept 13 2:30 PM 
TBA Oct 4 2:30 PM 
TBA Nov 8 2:30 PM 
Tim Schramm  Dec 13 2:30 PM 

Paul Law, President 
Ted McWharf, Vice-President 
Christine Van Stean,  Secretary 
Ken Veneron, Treasurer 
David Higgs, Director 
Rick McCutchan, Director 
Richard Neidich, Director 
Tim Schramm, Director 
Greg Spring, Director 
Roger Wood, Director 
Russ Shaner, Past-President, Programs 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
Rochester, NY 14692 

Permit No. 190 

Invite your friends to attend this month's 
concert  by giving them one of the dis-

count coupons below: 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY 
Sunday, May 10  @ 2:30PM 

 

  
 

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ  
 

Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 
 

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15) 
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

Scott Harrison 

Name: 
Address: 
Email: 
 
      THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

Pops “Theater Organ” Concert 

 at the Auditorium Theatre, 885 E. Main St, Rochester, NY 
Sunday, May 10  @ 2:30PM 

 

  
 

On the Mighty Wurlitzer 4/23 Pipe Organ 
 

Presented by the Rochester Theater Organ Society 
 

$10 admission with this coupon (regularly $15) 
(Coupon may be copied and is valid for Bearer & Family)   

Scott Harrison 

Name: 
Address: 
Email: 
 
      THIS BOX MUST BE FILLED IN FOR COUPON TO BE VALID! 

Rochester Museum & Science Center  
Eisenhart Auditorium, East Ave. & Goodman St. 

Open Console 
Sundays from 11:00 AM to 4 PM 

 

May 17 Aug 16 Nov 8 
June 21 Sept 27 Dec 20 
July 19 Oct 18  
“Open Console” is when members are given a time slot to 

play one of the Society’s theater pipe organs. Come to play, 
or enjoy the sound.  

 

UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
 

Riviera Theatre & Organ Preservation Society 
Scott Harrison - Wed., May 6, 7:30 PM $10 
Mark Herman - Wed., June 3, 7:30 PM $10 

(3/15 Wurlitzer) 67 Webster St, N Tonawanda  
Box Office: (716) 692-2413. Info: www.rivieratheatre.org/organ.html  

 

Empire State Theatre & Musical Instrument Museum (ESTMIM) 
Scott Harrison - Sunday, May 17, 2:30 PM ($15.00) 
Ron Rhode - Saturday, June  13, 7:30 PM ($15.00) 

(3/11 Wurlitzer)  581 State Fair Blvd., Syracuse (315) 687-3580  
http://www.empiretheatre.org/index.htm 

 

Kingston Theatre Organ Society (KTOS) 
Nathan Avakian - Friday, May 1, 7:30 PM - $25, $20 , $8 

Kingston Korean Church 89 Kirkpatrick St., Kingston, ON, CA 
(3/28 Kimball) Info/ticketing: http://www.ktos.ca/index.html 

 

Toronto Theatre Organ Society (TTOS) 
Nathan Avakian - Mon., May 4, 8:00 PM - $20 

Concerts at: Casa Loma, 1 Austin Terrace, Toronto ON, CA 
(4/21 Wurlitzer) Tickets: (416) 492-6262    email: box-office@ttos.ca 

Info/ticketing: http://theatreorgans.com/toronto/  
 

Binghamton Theatre Organ Society 
Scott Harrison - Saturday, May 16, 7:30 PM  

236 Washington St, Binghamton, NY. Box Office (716) 692-2413. Info/
ticketing:  http://www.binghamtontos.org/ 


